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SONCREEK  JUNCTION  IS GROWING  
What  an 
AWESOME 
summer we 

are having with the neighbor-
hood kids.  We have seen 61 
kids and have averaged 10 new 
ones each week during June.  
We have explored the beatitudes, 
perseverance, heavenly treasures 
and being one body in Christ 
with many talents.  I think the 
adults have learned as much as 
the kids have.  During July, we 
will go horseback riding, have a 
petting zoo, pan for gold and 
travel on July 16th to Chaney’s 
Dairy Barn to tour the farm. 

We are still in need of helpers 
EVERY Wednesday evening to 
get the setup done for each week 
and we would LOVE to have 
MORE volunteers each Friday, 
especially for our July 23rd   
ALL DAY event.  We will    
conclude the Summer Camp 
with activities from 8AM until 
7:30PM where we will visit even 
more areas of the Bible.  Parents 
are invited to join us at 5PM for 
a hoe down and cookout/bonfire. 

We are hoping to be able to take 
as many of the kids as possible 
to the Faith and Family night at 

the HotRods game on July 24th 
and are looking for a sponsor to 
help take care of some of the 
cost for those tickets.  If you 
have any connections that might 
like to help with that, please talk 
to them and let Bruce or I know. 

We will be looking at the fall 
schedule soon.  I am ALWAYS 
in need of helpers for Sunday 
mornings both in Sunday School 
and in Children’s Church. 

Thanks 
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So, how is your 
summer going?  This 
is the time of year 
we ratchet down our 
activities a bit, or at 

least we used to.  If you have children 
in your life in any way, you may have 
discovered that there is no down time 
anymore.  Baseball, band camp, soc-
cer (I know, but some people like it!); 
summer camp and/or Vacation Bible 
Schools.  It just doesn’t seem like 
there is a break! 

Even our vacations often seem to get 
pressed into a frenzy.  It seems like 
w e  o f t e n  t r y  t o                                        
stuff too many activities and too 
much travel into too short a period of 
time, and we come home exhausted 
from a time that was supposed to be 
restful and refreshing.  We have 
raised busy-ness into a high value in 
our culture, and it is wearing us 
down. 

I have a suggestion; get some rest and 
enjoy creation.  When God made the 
world, he wasn’t tired at the end of all 
the work.  God is infinitely strong 
and smart; he doesn’t get tired.  But 
the scripture says that God “rested” at 
the end of the creation work, and that 
this Sabbath rest was so important 

that God commanded we take Sab-
bath, also. 

So, if God was not tired, why did he 
rest?  What is Sabbath all about, and 
why does God think it is such a good 
idea?  Remember back when God 
was doing all that stuff in Genesis 1; 
often he would look at what he had 
just done and say, “ma-ov”, which 
means, “That’s good!”.  When he 
finished all the work, he get even 
more excited and said, “Tov ma’ov, 
that’s very good!”  Now, the Hebrew 
there gives us an image of an artist 
standing back from the masterpiece 
he or she was working on and think-
ing, “That is really good; it is exactly 
what I had in mind; it came out just 
the way I wanted it to.” 

I just recently finished making a 
headboard and footboard for our bed.  
When it was done and put on the bed, 
I was pretty pleased with how it 
turned out, and I just sat down on the 
chair and enjoyed the feeling that I 
had done what I set out to do, and it 
came out pretty well.  In much the 
same way, God’s “tov ma’ov” was 
his pronouncement that the work was 
done, and it was time to enjoy it. 

That, I believe, is what Sabbath is all 
about.  Yes, we humans get tired, and 

we need rest and refreshment.  But 
even more than that, God wants us to 
be able to enjoy the world he made 
and put us in charge of.  As the cli-
max of God’s creation, made in 
God’s own image, we have been 
given the capacity to do that.  Just 
think of the awe and joy you feel 
sometimes when you see an espe-
cially beautiful sunset, or come on 
the wonder of a stream cascading 
over the rocks.  Or perhaps you find 
your greatest joy in relationships with 
others.  Whatever it is that turns you 
on, know that God gave you the abil-
ity to find that joy so you would actu-
ally experience it.  God wants us to 
enjoy what he made as much as he 
does, and that, I believe, is what is at 
the heart of Sabbath.  Enjoy the world 
we are given, so that we will more 
joyfully care for it.  Enjoy the bounty 
of wealth, whether material, rela-
tional, or any other kind, so that we 
will want to be better stewards of it. 

Make sure you take Sabbath this 
summer, and all year round.  Let the 
joy of the Lord be your strength, so 
you can return to the mundane with 
renewed enthusiasm and gratitude. 

Grace and peace, ��������� �

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

FAITH  UMC BLOOD  DRIVE  — DON’T FORGET, MAKE  YOUR APPOINTMENT  NOW! 

We are finally ready to have the 
blood drive that was scheduled for 
May 2nd.  You remember the flood?  
On August 22nd, we will offer you 
and our community the opportunity 
to save lives by donating blood to 
the American Red Cross.  The Red 
Cross team will be here from 1:00 
Sunday afternoon until 5:00 pm.  If 

we have a significant number of 
people signed up early, they have 
promised to send another phleboto-
mist (that’s the person who actually 
takes the blood), or at least an extra 
person to screen everyone, to avoid 
having to wait a long time.   

Spread the word; contact Denise 
Houchins (270) 799-9586, dixies-

t i x@yahoo.com or  Sandra 
Landrum, (270) 535-0111, to sign 
up.  Invite your friends and 
neighbors to donate blood, as well.   

Each unit of blood received can 
save up to 3 lives; it is hard to 
imagine an easier way to make such 
a difference. 



July Birthdays 
7/01 Karlee Grimes 
 Jennifer Sharp 
7/05 Mindy Hockenbury 
 Tabitha Hunt 
7/06 Dennis Causey 
 Mary Strode 
 Madisyn Taylor 
7/07 Katherine Kinser 
7/08 Sharon Dillard 
7/09 Lisa Milburn 
 Vicki Willey 
7/14 Stephanie Rishkofski 
7/18 Ron Finley 
7/19 Na’Gasha Graham 
7/20 John Coe 
7/21 Tyler Burchett 

7/22 James Fultz 
7/25 Belinda McGee 
7/26 Lynn Hulsey 
 Jamie Warder 
7/27 Katie Reeves 
7/28 Jennifer Wimpee 
7/29 Tammy Mandeville 
7/30 Melanie Pardue 
 Sondra Yeckering 
7/31 Kenneth Denham 
July Anniversaries 
7/03 Lloyd & Norma Bonta 
7/10 John & Pam Coe 
7/18 Wayne & Elaine Mann 
7/19 Graham & Meghan Cole 
7/21 Ron & Diane Finley 
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MEN’S SMALL  GROUP 
Every Saturday morning a group of guys 
get together to drink coffee, eat a donut 
or two and work together on becoming 

Men of God.  If becoming the man God intends 
you to be is something you long for, come join us 
at 8:30 a.m. each Saturday as we travel the road 
together.  

Our Pocket Change offering for the Red 
Bird Missionary Conference was very 
successful, with over $170 being raised 

at Faith. Thank you for your support. 

We will continue to collect change which will go 
towards the purchase of the Upper Room devo-
tionals, as approved by the Administrative Coun-
cil.  Any excess will go back to the general fund.   

The Kentucky Annual 
Conference of the 
Un i ted  Methodis t 
Church held our Annual 

Conference gathering June 9-12, at 
the Northern Kentucky Convention 
Center in Covington.  I am very 
grateful to Jeanette Wand for being 
willing to fill in on short notice as 
our Lay Delegate. 

This was a unique time of          
conferencing.  Our theme was 
“Called By Christ, Sent to Serve”, 
and we had many opportunities to 
serve.  On Thursday afternoon,   
600 delegates went all over the 
Covington community, serving  
people in many different ways.  
UMCOR re l ie f  k i t s  were            
assembled, food and water were 
given out at several locations; repair 
and maintenance work was done at 
a couple of missions and several 
homes.  The community got a 
chance to see United Methodists 
representing Christ in many ways. 

POCKET  CHANGE  

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 2010 

Bishop Davis has initiated a      
partnership between the Kentucky 
Conference and the Red Bird    
Missionary Conference, and part of 
what that meant was a call for a 
mission offering during conference.  
Bishop Davis had set a goal of   
raising $100,000 to kick-off this 
partnership.  Through the incredible 
generosity of United Methodists 
around the Commonwealth, we 
raised over $198,000; almost     
doubling our goal.  This money  
will be divided between various 
ministries in the Red Bird         
Conference, and you can be sure 
lives will be changed. 

It is my hope and expectation that 
we will have opportunities soon    
to learn much more about the    
ministries in Red Bird, and will    
be able to participate in those    
ministries in all kinds of ways.  You 
will have the chance to meet the 
pastor of Lower Branch UMC, the 
Bowling Green district’s partner 

church.  And, you will learn of 
other ways to join in the work, and 
reap the rewards, of being the body 
of Christ in the mountains of    
Eastern Kentucky. 

A couple of other notes about this 
year’s conference:  I got to be there 
as a dear friend was ordained and 
welcomed as a full Elder in the  
conference.  We approved a budget 
for the Conference that was actually 
about 3% less than last year’s 
budget.  And I was officially        
re-appointed to serve with you for 
another year in ministry here at 
Faith. 

There is, of course, much more that 
goes on during the 3 ½ days of  
conference.  I would invite you to 
take part in next year’s gathering.  
Attending conference either as a 
delegate or just as a visitor, it is an 
experience I would recommend to 
learn a lot more about how we do 
things as United Methodists. 
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FAITH  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  
An enjoyable evening was 
had by members of Faith 
United Methodist Women 
and their families at the an-
nual UMW picnic at Preston 

Miller Park on Saturday, June 26th. 

The circles are not meeting in July; 
however, we do have activities 
scheduled during the month.        
On Saturday, July 10the we will   
be having a work day at the      
Morgantown Mission.  If you have 
felt a calling to do something for 
someone else through mission 
work, here is your chance and you 
don’t have to go far to do it.  Every-
one is invited to go, including      
the men.  We will meet at the 
church at 8:00 a.m. and carpool to 
Morgantown.  We will work for 
three to four hours, and then have 
lunch before returning home. 

Another activity we have done for 
years is to collect jams, jellies and 
syrups for the Lewis Memorial 
Home in Franklin.  We ask anyone 
who would like to donate to this 

project to bring store-bought    
regular or sugar-free jams, jellies 
and syrups to the church and place 
in a collection box.  Please, no 
homemade items as mandated by 
health laws.  There are boxes in 
each of the adult Sunday School 
classrooms, and under the UMW 
table in the front hall between      
the Genesis and Pathfinders     
classrooms.  All are invited to go 
with us to the Lewis Memorial 
Home on Sunday, July 25th.  We 
will leave from Faith following the 
second service, stop for lunch, and 
then go to the home.  The residents 
always enjoy having visitors. 

On July 15th, five of our members: 
Heather Nicklies, JoAnn Neighbors, 
Teresa Sneed, Lori Key and 
Jeanette Wand will be going to the 
School of Christian Missions         
at Lindsey Wilson College in     
Columbia, KY (Treva Craft will 
also be attending representing 
Greenhill UMW).  We will return 
on the afternoon of July 18th.  The 

theme of this year’s school is 
“Faith, Hope, Love in Action”.  
Please keep this group in your 
prayers. 

Reminder:  The Reading Program 
ends July 31st.  Be sure you have 
read books in all four categories 
and the Response magazine.  Turn 
your completed lists into Madeline.  
If you read some books, but did not 
complete a level in the program, 
give the number of books you read 
to Madeline.  They will count for 
total number of books read for the 
unit. 

The Circle of Faith will not       
meet again until September 13th at 
12 noon.  The Agape Circle will meet 
Monday, August 16th at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Submitted by: 
Jeanette Wand, Faith UMW 
Communication Coordinator 

YOUTH  STUFF:  EVERYONE  NEEDS TO KNOW 

New Song 2010 is 
August 13th - 15th   
We usually leave 
around 4:00 p.m.     

Friday, camp Friday night, stay all 
day Saturday and drive home around 
midnight Saturday.  We will be need-
ing chaperones, both male and female 
(especially male) to be staying the 
night.  Be sure to let us know if 
you’re interested, so we can check to 
see if you have a background check 
in the files.  Tickets are $55 a person.  
More info can be found at: 
www.newsongmusicfestival.org.  If 
you can’t make it to New Song, but 
want to help in some way, We’ll be 

looking for sponsors for tickets and 
donated snacks and bottled water. 
Shout Out to Kendra, Kayla & 
Mary Key for being at the summer 
day camp almost every week, and 
Nathan Gardner and Katie Willey 
for coming once to help.  They have 
made close to $200 doing the ex-
tended care each Friday afternoon. 

Be watching for the date about 
youth council.  It will be starting up 
sometime in August.  Anyone who 
has a youth in church, or anyone 
who would like to help plan fund-
raisers, mission projects, etc. are 
welcomed to join. 

If anyone is interested in helping 
during Sunday School or chaperon-
ing, please let us know.  We will 
hopefully be having a lock-in   
when WWF starts back and some 
other mission projects that we’ll be 
needing help with. 

Thank you for helping and support-
ing the youth group at FUMC.  No 
one knows how much it means to 
us.  We love our youth and enjoy 
watching them grow in their faith. 

 

Thanks,  ����������	
���  
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HOMEMADEHOMEMADE   

ICE CREAM SUPPERICE CREAM SUPPER  

JULY  10, 2010  —  5:00 TO 7:00 PM 

SUGAR GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sugar Grove Road. Hwy. 1083 — Butler County 

 

FULL MEAL  

Hamburger, Hotdogs 

Cole Slaw, Baked Beans and Drink 

plus 

 HOMEMADE ICE CREAM 

 Cakes, Pies, Cookies 

 

SPONSORED BY 

SUGAR GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 ALL PROCEEDS GOES TOWARDS MISSION PROJECTS 
IN BUTLER COUNTY AND AROUND THE WORLD 

 

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US FOR 
FOOD, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP  

The Bazaar Is Coming 

Mark the date – Saturday, November 6, 2010 for a day of bargain hunting, fun, food, Christmas shopping and 
more.  This is the day of our bazaar.  The purpose of this event is to raise money to help pay off the indebtedness of the 
church.  Our goal is $5,000.   This may seem like a big number, but it is possible if we all pitch in and help. 
 

Here is a list of the events and the people in charge: 

Marketing:  Susan Morris 

Breakfast:  Dianne Martin and the children’s department 

Lunch:  Women of Faith – Madeline Gardner and Virginia Patterson 

Grandma’s Treasures:  Sharon Dillard and Shirley & Kenneth Farris 

Antique Quilts, Needlework, Toys and Dolls:  Joy Sunday School Class 

Crafts:  JoAnn Neighbors 

Aunt Lori’s Sweet Shoppe:  Lori Key 

Book Rack:  Hugh Hulsey and Don Gardner 

B & B Farmer’s Market:  Baun Everley and Bob Welch 
 

Now for some suggestions for anyone who can’t think 
of what they can contribute.  We are trying to cut down 
the expense of the crafts by doing some recycling.  
Things that can be used are old wreaths, clean cookie 
tins, 4” clay pots, baskets and mason jars.  These things 
are needed by October 1st. 

Crafts:  Wood crafts, needle work, art, wreaths,  
Christmas decorations, knitted or crocheted items     
and quilts. 

Bake Shop:  All kinds of baked items and candies. 

Antique Room:  Write a little history if you know any 
about your items. 

Book Rack:  Appropriate books for all ages, paperback 
or hard cover.  No magazines. 

Farmer’s Market:  Items from fall gardens such as   
turnips, greens of all kinds, broccoli, pumpkins, gourds, 
popcorn, apples, pears, colored corn, winter squash, 
flower plants and bulbs. 

Grandma’s Treasures:  Any items except clothes and 
shoes.  Items should be in good shape and clean. 
 

Vendors can rent a 6-8 foot area for $20.00 with rental 
money going to the church.  If anyone is interested, let 
Jeanette know by September 1st.  After that date, rental 
space will be open to outside vendors.  
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