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Pastor's Ponderings

| have been Roman Catholic catechism is an more you get to know me, the
thinking re- example of how this is played more you will know that | am all
cently about out even today. During the early about grace. But grace poured
~¢| what it means years of the Church, due in out on us so richly and freely
o be a mem- part to the persecution they demands a response. Not that
ber of a were going through, Church we could pay for it or earn it in
church. Why leaders required people to show any way, but a response.

would someone want to they really meant it when they  \when Paul wrote his letter to
have their name on the list professed turning their lives over the church in Rome, he spent %
of Professing Members of a to Christ. Within just a genera- of the letter describing all the
United Methodist Church, or of tion or two after the events we amazing things God had done
Faith United Methodist Church read of in scripture, persons who and was doing. He went on and
in partiCU|ar? What eXpeCtatiOI‘lS prOfessed belief had to g0 on about God'’s grace in Sending
are there, if any, because one’s through a time of teaching and his Son to die for us “while we
name iS on that“st’) teStIng befOI’e they COUld even were yet Sinnersl” Then’ after

| guess what got me started be baptized. such a song of praise, he writes,
on this tangent was working on | sometimes wonder what our “I appeal to you therefore,
the State of the Communion responses would be if we brothers and sisters, by the
address | presented a week ago,suddenly had to pass a testmercies of God, to present your
as well as beginning the season before we could become bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
of Lent. Lent has been part members of our churches today. and acceptable to God, which is
of the Church calendar for a How would we fare if we had to your spiritual [or reasonable]
very long time, as a season of show by the way we lived, by worship” (Romans 12:1 NRSV)
reflection and self-examination. the way we served, by the way Paul understood, and wanted
It grew out of the practice of the we witnessed to others our faith believers to understand, that
early church to require a period in Christ, that we could justify after considering all God had

of learning about and living being called Christians? done and continues to do for
out what it means to be a Now, don’t get me wrong. | US, there is only one reasonable
follower of Jesus Christ. The haven't forgotten GRACE. The (continued on page 2)
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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS (continued)

response, and that is total are being honest and wish to us to accomplish that goal. |
sell-out, total surrender. Any- consider our lives in the Church hope you will come and let us
thing else spits in the face of the it integrity, it must mean learn together, and that you will
One who maves heavgn and being a devoted disciple of Jesus begin at least one new practice
earth to restore the relationship SO : :
we broke. Anything else shows Christ; it must mean constantly during this season and beyond,
that we don’t really get it, that Yearning and striving for more of so that God has one more open
we don’t have a clue about our God’s Spirit in me so that | can door into your heart to do his
own need or about the salvation be made holy, as my Father in amazing work of sanctifying
God has made possible through heaven is holy. That is what we grace.
his Son. are about this Lent season. In

So, back to my original \yorship and on Wednesday
musing... What does it mean to evenings we are walking through
be a member of a Church? If we gome of the ways God has given

The “Last Supper” was a holiday ancient holiday tradition, and phone number, or call the office
meal Jesus shared with friends. learn more about the close and by March 1% so we can make
The holiday was Passover, the vital connections Passover has ¢ e we have enough for every-
celebration of God’s mighty with Easter.
action to free the people of Israel
from slavery in Egypt.

one. Donations will be accepted

We will serve a full Passover to help defer the costs of the
dinner. If you would like to take meal.

On Thursday, April 1 at part in this experience, please fill

7:00 pm, we will celebrate the out the reservation sheet found
Passover in much the same way .

Jesus and the diSCipleS did. You in the bulletin the next Couple of
are invited to take part in this weeks, with your name and




HoLy WEEK ACTIVITIES

Faith UMC wiill

be part of

community

Holy Week

Services once

again this year.
Holy Week, the week leading up
to Easter Sunday, is March 29
through April 3%, and Easter is
April 4™,

On Monday through Thursday,
Holy Week services will be held
at Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, 807 Campbell Lane,
beginning at 12:00 noon each
day. On Tuesday, March 80
Faith will be providing a light
lunch for those who come, and
our pastor will be bringing the
message.

Thursday evening, April 1, we
will offer you an opportunity to
experience the Lord’s Supper in
a unique way as we present a

and his disciples had gathered in

have our annual Easter Egg hunt,

Jerusalem to celebrate Passover,information about which you

the most holy and anticipated
Jewish holiday of the year. We
will gather in our Fellowship
Hall to participate in the

Passover meal very much as they

did. It is our hope that this

experience will help us all gain a
deeper understanding of why our
celebration of Holy Communion

is so special and so important in
the life of the Church.

Also new this year; Faith UMC
will host a community Good
Friday Service at noon on
April 2" As hosts, we will
provide some special music, and
we will need to provide greeters
and help for people trying to find
space in our parking lot. Unlike
the services the rest of the week,
no meal will be provided after
this service.

On Saturday, April '8, we will

will find elsewhere in this

newsletter.

On Easter Sunday, April"4 we
will begin the day with a Sunrise
Service at 6:30 am out by the
crosses at the Walnut Street
entrance, unless weather forces
us to move inside. Our Young
Adult Class and the Springhill
SunSeekers will host a breakfast
after the Sunrise service. Then
we will celebrate the risen Christ
in worship at our normal times
of 9:00 am and 11:15 am, with
Sunday School at 10:00.

| encourage you to take part in as
many of these High Holy Week
activities as you can, to make
your celebration of the Easter
miracle more meaningful than
ever.

Y OUNG AT HEART

We had to cancel our February
meeting due to snow and of
course the Wagoner Singers.
The good news is that we have

traditional Seder meal. Jesus

INVITATION

WHO: A local adoptive family is hosting a fréatro-
duction to International Adoption information
meeting.

WHAT: Participants will learn more about adopting
through_Children's Hopimternational a non-
profit adoption and humanitarian aid agency,
from the countries of China, Russia, Colombia
and Ethiopia.

WHEN: Tuesday, March 23
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

WHERE: Warren County Public Library - Main
1225 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42101

REGISTER: Please call our host Amy Guyer at 270-799-8

or email: amy@bluecotton.com to register for
this meeting

1,

something to look forward to in March.

Yes, the Wagoner's have indicated that
they will be with us at this time, so

mark your calendars and plan to be with
us on March 1% at 12 Noon. Bring your

favorite dish and a friend.

For our April meeting, we will
have a special guest, Jacqueline Olson,
who will be doing a monologue oMary
Magdalene at the Tomb Please plan to
join us on April § for a special time

111together.

God Bless, Madeline




FAITH UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The Bowling Green District
UMW Time Apart meeting
was held at Russellville

Faith's UMW groups. Greenhill
will be the host church and St.
James will have the program. The
Temple UMC on February program is entitled, “Property
20".  Three members from Faith Makes Mission Possible.” The of-
attended: JoAnn Neighbors, Teresa fering will provide for capital ex-
Sneed and Jeanette Wand. The titlependitures at UMW supported na-
of the program was “Immigrants, tional and international mission in-
Our Sisters & Brothers.” We had stitutions. Breakfast will be at
one speaker from Bosnia, and a 9AM, with the program following
family of four from Columbia, who at 10AM, and over by 11AM. All
told of their experiences that led women are invited to attend.
them to the United States. Our of- Each year in July, we have a four

fering went to Haitian relief. day School of Christian Mission.
The next event will be our Call to On March 2% from 9AM to 2PM

Prayer and Self-Denial meeting. at Munfordville UMC, the Bowling
This will be a combined meeting Green District UMW will have a
with Greenhill, St. James and Mission Study, which is like a mini

LETTER FROM THE BISHOP
February 24, 2010

version of the SOCM. The studies
this year are on Food and Faith,
with the geographical study on Su-
dan. Everyone is invited to attend
either of these studies.

Our circle meetings for March will
be: Circle of Faith, March'8at 12
Noon in the fellowship hall. Agape
Circle, March 18 at 6:30PM at the
home of Shirley Sublett.

Submitted by:

Jeanette Wand, Faith UMW
Communication Coordinator

ESUSLOVES ME; EASTER TELLS ME
Jesus loves me, this | know;

The Easter story tells me so.

Dear Pastor,

| want to take this opportunity to personally thank
you and your congregation for your recent gift to
UMCOR for Haiti Relief. To date, the Kentucky
Annual Conference has received over $425,000 to
help in the relief effort. These funds have algead
been sent to the Board of Global Ministries and |
hope that this amount will continue to grow in the
weeks and months ahead.

As you know, 100% of this money will go directly
to aid the people of Haiti. None of the money will
be used for administrative costs. This is possible
because your regular Mission Covenant/
Apportionments Giving underwrites the personnel
and administration of UMCOR through the Board
of Global Ministries; consequently, your UMCOR
dollars go directly for the relief of human suffegi

Please accept my gratitude for the wonderful and
selfless effort of your congregation to go above an
beyond its regular giving to respond to this great
human need.

He died for me to bear my sin;
He opened heaven to let me in.

Chorus: Yes, Jesus loves me;
Yes Jesus loves me;
Yes Jesus loves me;
Easter tells me so.
(Repeat chorus after each verse)

Jesus loved me when He died,
Loved me enough to be crucified.
But His death didn't last very long,

Because His power is so strong.

Jesus' came back from the dead

| know because the Bible said.
Jesus is my Lord and King;

Love and praise to Him | bring.

When | die, I'll rise up, too.
We'll all be in heaven, me and you.
We'll see Jesus face to face.
Up in heaven, that happy place.

The Easter story brings much joy

To us all, each girl and boy.

Blessings,
Lindsey Davis

Jesus is my Savior now;
Heaven and earth to Him must bow.

By Joanna Fuchs




I'm so excited... It's almost here!

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt will
be held on April 3 at 2:00 p.m. In
addition to the traditional egg
hunt, there will be activities for
both children and families. This
will be a time of wonderful

fellowship, fun and food.(If you

want to come, but don’t have
young children, invite a friend and

On another note, | was wondering Last, the search for a new chil-

if we had any crafty people that
would like to help by making
some things for use by the
children’s ministries. The two
projects | have right now are:

a set of beanbags for use in
various activities. If anyone
who sews would be interested
in making some beanbags for
us, it would be awesome.

a felt board for the pre-school

dren’s director has begun. It has
been wonderful getting to know
our children and their families a
little better, and | appreciate the
time | have spent with our chil-
dren’s ministry. Thank you for
allowing me to be a part of your
lives during this time of transition.
('m not going anywhere — | still
plan on being involved with
children and youth ministries

their children!)

If you would be willing to donate

candy for the eggs, hard-boiled
eggs that the children can
decorate, or money toward the
purchase of Easter Egg Hunt
supplies and prizes, please see me.

METHODIST MOUNTAIN MISSION
. The Methodist Mountain
MMI Mission truck will make a
pick-up at Faith UMC on
Tuesday, March 16th. All
items to be donated need to
be placed in designated space in the fellow-
ship hall by 12 Noon on Monday.
Please see the back foyer bulletin board (by

office) for a complete listing of needed
items.

March Biethdays & Anniversaries

3/08 Melissa Hawks
Ralph Hunt

3/11 Opal Sublett

3/12 Natosha Wimpee 3/26

Birthdays

3/01 Bruce Hiner
Paula Harper

3/02 Chris Patterson

3/19
3/23

3/03 Lynda Dearing Ken Lowery
Brenda Lowery A.J. Alagna 3/28
Travis Mandeville 3/16 Lorene Gilliam  3/29

Chase Patterson
3/04 Salina Lowery

3/17 William Wimpee 3/31
3/19 Matt Milburn

room, and felt applied to
some cardboard figures so that
we could use them on the felt
board during story time.

Please let me know if you
could make us a felt board or
help with the figures.

whenever possible!)

Faith 4 Kids Consignment Sale
April 16-17, 2009

Register on Saturday, March™®om
9AM - 12 Noon in the fellowship hall

Clean out closets, drawers, & toy boxes
Tell your family and friends
Volunteer a few hours of your time

Watch the church bulletin for more
information

Contact Sharon Dillard or Vicki Willey to
volunteer or if you have questions.

Anniversaries
3/16 Kent & Elizabeth Rose

Jewell Snyder
Cole Matrtin
Dillon Martin
Kaitlyn LaSala
Moncie Wiley
Rick Flora
Sherman Bates
Eleanor Mathis
Diane Whitaker




Spotlight On Volunteers at Faith UMC

For the month of March the Serve comfort to the UMW woman as past pastor and also to pastor
In Faith Team would like to Spot- she was very nervous about the Bruce. When asked, about her
light Jeanette Wand as the volun- surgery. Later, Jeanette went to serving heart and passion for mis-
teer of the month. Jeanette was athe woman’s home to check on sions she said that, “she wished
long time member of West Side her. She asked the woman to that more people would become
United Methodist Church. So, come home with her until she involved in missions and also
when West Side and Kerr merged could care for herself again. Then think about going on a mission
ten years ago to form Faith, on April 14, 2009 again Jeanette trip, which she said could be the
Jeanette stepped right in and hasgot word that this same UMW biggest blessing that you could
been very active ever since. woman had had surgery the day ever receive. A mission trip, if
Jeanette has a real passion forbefore after falling and breaking taken here in the States, could be
mission work; in fact, she has her elbow. Once again, she went just a four to five day trip. How-
gone on nine mission trips. Three over to the woman’'s home to ever, if out of the U.S., then the
of the trips have been out of the check on her, but this time the trip might be fourteen days or
United States, as well as, Okla- woman was staying with a family longer.
homa, Mississippi and here in member. Jeanette also has an-
Kentucky. Along with her pas- other family that she sometimes Jeanette’s serving heart has also
sion for missions, she has served cares for, and she call's them her, peen outside the church as a men-
as co-chair of Share In Faith for “Bosnia family” they are her pride tor at Dishman elementary school
the past six years and now is part and joy. Jeanette started helping where she served for about seven
of their committee. Other minis- them out through the International or eight years. She also volun-
tries that she is involved in here at Center almost eleven years ago teers at the Salvation Army soup
Faith are UMW, serving as a local when they arrived in Bowling kitchen four days a week, at the
and district officer; substitute Sun- Green. She helped them learn the BG-WC Public Library one after-
day School teacher;, Worship layout of the city and helped them noon a week, and is a member of
Committee; Choir; Trustee; Food with their children when they the Red Cross Disaster Response
Pantry and Communion Steward. needed someone to be at their Team.

house to see that the children were

The biggest blessing that Jeanette cared for after school, and until This Serve In Faith team member
gives to others is her passion and they arrived home from work. would like to say a deep heart-felt
heart for helping people in need, thank you to Jeanette for your pas-
for example Jeanette helped a Over the past three or four years, sjon, caring and serving heart.
UMW woman in March 2004, Jeanette has been busy being what

when she fell and broke her wrist. one might call a background per- |n His Service,

The woman later went in to have son. She is always doing things Sandra G. Landrum

surgery, and Jeanette went to thethat no one else might have

hospital to be with her before and thought about doing or even knew

after the surgery until a family to do around the church, which

member arrived. This was a big has been a big help both to the
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