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Here we are at the   
beginning of a new 
year.  Somehow it 
seems like I should 
have some profound 

words to share with everyone, but 
as some of you are starting to     
discover, I am just not that smart! 

In many ways the New Year is just 
another series of days and weeks.  
There is nothing magical about 
January 1st.  There is no really good 
reason we couldn’t have chosen 
another day or month with which to 
begin our calendars; other cultures 
have different months and days, and 
somehow they work just as well as 
ours.  Several cultures base their 
observances of the New Year on the 
winter solstice, the point in the year 
when the days start getting longer 
again.  Others base their calendars 
on cycles of the moon.  Some, such 
as our own, try to find combinations 
of both on which to base their 
marking of time.  The traditional 
Jewish calendar has two different 
days that are considered the start; 
the tenth day of Nissan, the day of 
Passover, is set aside as the 
“beginning of months; it shall be 
the first month of the year for 

you.”  (Exodus 2:2).  Yet the holy 
days of Rosh Hashanah (the head of 
the year) and Yom Kippur (the Day 
of Atonement) both fall in the 
month of Tishri, 7 months later.  It 
is on the 2 days of Rosh Hashanah 
that the number of the year 
changes; this year went from 5769 
to 5770 on what we know as      
September 19, 2009. 

So what does this say for me today?  
One thing that stands out is that   
we have a deep need for new      
beginnings as human beings.  In 
Western cultures, many of us make 
New Years resolutions.  Even 
though we keep few of them, we 
sense at a gut level that we need    
to regularly renew ourselves;      
attempting, at least, to get rid of bad 
habits and practices and begin new, 
healthier ones.  Rosh Hashanah is 
called the Day of Sounding, and 
begins with the sounding of the 
Shofar, a ram’s horn.  Sounding the 
Shofar is a call to repentance, again 
signifying that we need to turn  
from old ways and toward a new (or 
perhaps just the eternal) way. 

The feeling that we need fresh  
starts is pretty much universal;   

reincarnation, solstice celebrations 
& rituals, washings & baptisms; all 
of these points to our awareness of 
the need for renewal.  The great 
good news for us is that YHWH is a 
God who is constantly renewing   
all of us and all of creation.  The 
Father sent the Son to bring new 
Life.  The Holy Spirit works in our 
lives to achieve total transformation 
“by the renewing of your 
mind” (Romans 12:2).  By God’s 
grace we get the chance to be made 
new every day, eternally, so that we 
become more and more like God 
intended us to be when he made us 
in his own image. 

So go ahead and make those     
resolutions; you might even keep 
some of them!  But remember that 
true renewal comes from God’s 
Holy Spirit, and that God wants that 
transformation in us more than we 
do ourselves.  By surrendering life 
to the one who is Life, we can    
become the people we were made 
to be. 

Happy New Year!!! 
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WHAT ’S A LEADERSHIP RETREAT , AND WHY  SHOULD  I CARE??? 
On January 9th, anyone who is in a 
leadership or ministry position with 
Faith United Methodist Church is 
invited to attend a Leadership re-
treat here at the church.  We will 
begin at 9:00 am and be done abso-
lutely no later than 3:00 pm, and 
lunch will be provided. 

If you are on a committee or work 
group, if you chair a committee or 
work group, if you are part of any 
of the many ministries we do here, 
or if you just want to be part of dis-
cerning and shaping our future, 

please make plans to be here for 
this important time.  I know there 
are hundreds of other things we 
could or should be doing, but this 
really is vital for the life of Faith. 

We will be looking at much of the 
information and work done to this 
point in our Natural Church Devel-
opment process.  We will be work-
ing to clarify and strengthen our 
model of how we do things.  We 
will be learning about and develop-
ing what each committee and work 
area is for, and what they are re-

sponsible for.  We will set our 
church calendar as much as we are 
able, and we will have a little fun 
doing all of these things. 

Please make the time to participate 
in this day apart from your normal 
schedule and activities.  We are 
doing all we can to make sure eve-
ryone has a voice in our future di-
rection, and this retreat is a huge 
part of that effort. 

COMMISSIONING  SERVICE  

Speaking of 
leaders, on 
S u n d a y , 
January 10th, 
we will have 

a moment of commissioning for our 
elected leaders here at Faith UMC.  
If your name is on the list of offices 
published below, you are asked to 
be at one of the two services this 
week.  Of course, if your name is 
on that list, it is our expectation that 
you attend very regularly, anyway, 
but this week is an even more im-
portant Sunday for you to be in 
church.  We want to surround you 
with the love and support of the 
entire congregation as you are com-
missioned into the work you have 
been called to do.  Please make it a 
point to be here so we can do that. 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2010 
9AM – 12:30PM  

Held at Faith UMC, 600 Veterans Memorial Lane, BG 
 

All B.G. District Church Pastors are expected to attend with their Lay Leader-
ship Teams this district-wide training event.  Below is a list of training ses-
sions offered on this day: 
 

�� Clergy Pensions/Health 
�� Pastor-Parish Relations 
�� Finance/Treasurers 
�� Church Secretaries/Administrative Assistants 
�� Natural Church Development/Church Assessment 
�� Trustees 
�� Missions 
�� Children & Youth 

 
Each person attending will pick two sessions from the list above.  Our time 
together will consist of one early morning session and one late morning ses-
sion with a short break in between.  Your pastor will have more details closer 
to the date. 
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AN EASY NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION ! 

Make a New 
Year’s Resolution 
to participate more 
ful ly in the       
ministries available 
at Faith United 
Methodist!  Our 
children’s evening 
activities will start 

back up on January 13th with a New 
Year’s celebration.  If there are 
children in your family or neighbor-
hood that you could invite, please 
let them know that we would love 
to have them join us! 

Some new things you might notice: 

�� We will begin an attendance 
incentive, with some type of 
reward given at the end of     
the school year, so please     
encourage your children and the 
children around you to become 
regular attenders!   
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�� We will be seeing a new face 
starting this year, as Melissa 
Hawks begins to lead our 
Wednesday evening activities.  
We welcome Melissa as she 
becomes part of our children’s 
ministry team. 

�� We recent ly created a          
children’s council, made up of 
parents and members who are 
particularly interested in      
developing devoted disciples 
among our children.  We will 
be working together to make 
plans for the coming year,    
and to strengthen our children’s 
ministry.  (If you are interested 
in being a part of our council, 
p lease contact  Lisa at          
842-1110.) 

All of us would like 
to thank Charles and 
Virginia Patterson for 
hosting our Christ-
mas gathering.  As 
always the food was 

excellent and the fellowship was 
great.  We are thankful to have 
this large faithful group who 
meet each month.  If you are free 
on the second Thursday of the 
month, we would love to have 
you join us. 
 
Our January meeting will be 
January 14th at 12:00 noon in the 
church fellowship hall.  Come!  
Bring your favorite dish and a 
FRIEND. 
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YOUNG AT HEART  

Dear Friends, I would like to thank the “Faith 
Walkers” Relay for Life team for providing the 
opportunity to get my Christmas gifts wrapped 
while supporting such a worthy cause.  Much 
thanks to Katie Alagna & Sandra Landrum for all 
the work they did in wrapping my presents, and for 
reducing my stress by freeing up my time.  I hope 
next year the team will provide this service again 
and more at Faith will take advantage of it and 
support Relay for Life. 
  Much love & gratitude, Treva 



Birthdays 
01/02 Lloyd Bonta 
01/05 Lori Key 
 Kailey Rector 
01/07 Dee Hennis 
01/10 Teresa Sneed 
01/11 Bryan Wimpee 
01/13 Cathy Weitlauf 
01/17 Pam Cherry 
01/18 Bradley Hullett 
01/19 Kaye Borders 
01/20 John David Hunt 
01/21 Velda Alexander 
 Kay Hayes 
 Pat Reynolds 
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01/24 Logan Hullett 
01/25 Elizabeth Rose 
 Pete Alagna 
01/27 Elaine Mann 
 Janetta Oliver 
 Denton Perkins 
01/29 Eldon Perkins 
01/30 Opal Justice  
 
Anniversaries 
01/19 Jimmy & Kaye Borders 
 

What is United Methodist 
Women (U.M.W.)? 

The General Conference of the 
United Methodist Church has     
declared that “in every local church 
there shall be a unit of United 
Methodist Women.”  (The Book of 
Discipline of the United Methodist 
Church) 

The United Methodist Church is a 
connectional church as is United 
Methodist Women. 

United Methodist Women are    
organized on local, district and state 
level and fall under The Women’s 
Division of the General Board of 
Global ministries. 

United Methodist Women operate 
under a constitution, by-laws and 
standing rules. 

 
What is the Purpose of the United 
Methodist Women? 

“United Methodist Women is a 
community of women whose pur-
pose is to know God and experience 
freedom as whole persons through 

Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship and to      
expand concepts of missions 
through participation in the global 
ministries of the church.”  This will 
be explained more in February’s 
newsletter. 

U.M.W. are centered in relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ.  
They focus on ministries with 
women, children and youth.  They 
are involved in mission locally    
and globally.  U.M.W. are commit-
ted  to inclusiveness and pledge 
financial support for missions 
through mission giving. 

U.M.W. is a membership and   
faith-based organization.  Member-
ship is open to any woman 
(regardless of denomination) who 
indicates her desire to belong and to 
participate in the global mission of 
the church. 

If you think that this is the kind of 
organization you would like to be a 
part of, please contact Teresa 
Sneed, unit president, or Jill Cook, 
membership coordinator for more 

FAITH  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  

information and details on how to 
join the U.M.W. 

There are two circles of U.M.W. at 
Faith.  The Circle of Faith meets 
on the second Monday of the 
month.  Their next meeting will be 
on January 11th at 12 noon, and  
everyone is asked to bring a bag 
lunch with them.  This circle meets 
in the fellowship hall, unless      
announced otherwise.  Madeline 
Gardner is the chairperson of this 
circle.  The Agape Circle meets on 
the third Monday night of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. in a member’s 
home.  Their next meeting will be 
January 18th, at Jeanette Wand’s 
home. 

All officers (Executive Committee) 
are asked to meet on January 16th at 
9:30 a.m. in the church library to 
plan our calendar and prepare the 
budget for 2010. 

Submitted by: 
 

Jeanette Wand, Faith UMW 
Communication Coordinator 
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Another year is 
coming to a close 
and on behalf of 
Diane Mart in, 
Madeline Gardner 
and the Begin in 

Faith Team, we wish to thank each 
volunteer who gave of their time to 
send cards to those having surgery, 
to the sick, to those who needed 
uplifting and to those grieving.  
Thanks, also, for phone calls, hospi-
tal visits, nursing home visits and 
any other communication with the 
Church Family of Faith.  Much  

appreciation goes to Mona Miller 
who has made cards for us. 
 
This is a ministry designed to meet 
the needs of all the Church Family 
of Faith, which allows them to 
know that we care for each and  
everyone.  We try not to miss    
anyone, but there are times when 
Pastor Bruce or the caregivers do 
not know that there is a need due to 
lack of notification.  In this new 
year, if you know of anyone having 
surgery, is in the hospital, has had a 
death in their family, or if someone 

CARE GIVERS OF FAITH   ~  “CARING HANDS AND CARING HEARTS”  

needs a call or receive a “thinking 
of you” card, PLEASE call Pastor 
Bruce, Madeline Gardner or the 
care giver of the month as listed in 
each bulletin. 
 
We need caregivers for each month, 
please consider volunteering. We 
would love to have you help in this 
ministry.  Let us know if this minis-
try has blessed you or your family 
in the past year. 
 
Thanks and God Bless 

Spotlight On Volunteers at Faith UMC 
This month, Serve in Faith has   
chosen Mr. Tom Dodson as the 
Volunteer Spotlight for January 
2010.  Tom started coming to Faith 
UMC because of the location and 
the convenience.  But, what caught 
his eye and continued to draw him 
here week after week were the   
fellowship, and the Sunday School 
class that he later became involved 
in and now teaches. 
 
Some of  the ministries here at Faith 
that Tom is involved in besides  
being a teacher is the Grow In Faith 
team of which he serves as chair-
person, lay leader to Annual     
Conference, and as a committee 
member on the Worship Commit-
tee.  He also serves as a worship 
leader on Sunday Mornings during 
first service with Pastor Bruce, and 
on Jan. 3rd, he will be starting a new 
Disciple Class on Psalms. 
 
Tom volunteers outside of Faith 
UMC during the week at Paul 
Walker Golf Course.  Tom said that 

his favorite charities are United 
Methodist Home in San Antonio, 
Texas.  He has also spoken on be-
half of Adoptive Parents and     
Cancer Survivors.  Tom sees the 
love of Christ flowing through all 
the ministries.  He wishes that all 
can become more Christ-like 
through these ministries.  Tom said 
that it only takes about 20-25    
minutes per week to become      
involved and he hopes that more 
people will take on a serving heart 
and get involved.   
 
Thank you, Tom for your serving 
heart.  
 
In His Service, 
Sandra G. Landrum  

01. The Bible will still have all the 
answers. 

02. The effectual, fervent prayer of 
the righteous will still avail 
much. 

03. The Holy Spirit will still touch 
hearts. 

04. God will still inhabit the praises 
of His people. 

05. There will still be God-
anointed, Bible preaching. 

06. There will still be singing of 
praise to God. 

07. God will still pour out blessings 
upon His obedient children. 

08. There will still be room at the 
Cross for YOU. 

09. Jesus will still love you. 

10. The way to God the Father will 
still be through the blood of 
JESUS. 

TOP 10 PREDICTIONS  FOR 2010 



1. God, open my ears so that I may 
hear your call on my life and open 
my mind so that I follow that call. 
2 Corinthians 12:9 

2. God, help each of us identify 
our gifts, recognize our 
strengths and curb our weak-
nesses.  Isaiah 41:10 

3. God, thank you for giving each 
of us gifts, grace and the ability 
to serve.  Romans 12:3-8 

4. God, shine your light into the 
lives of those who need you.  
Psalm 27:1 

5. God, be with those seeking 
warmth, both physical ly        
and spiritually, this winter.  
Psalm 9:9 

6. God, help me feel compassion 
for those who struggle with  
addictions, mental illness, and 
homelessness.  1 John 3:17 

7. God, thank you to those persons 
who dedicate their lives to  
helping the homeless, poor, and 
oppressed.  Job 31:32 

8. God, forgive my failure to show 
sympathy to those who are     
different from me.  Matthew 6:14 

9. God, help us see your presence in 
our lives regardless of our cir-
cumstances.  2 Corinthians 12:10 

10. God, remind me that how I treat 
others is a reflection of how I 
treat you.  Matthew 25:35 

11. God, we pray for everyone 
seeking employment.  Please 
guide their path, give them   
perseverance, and guard their 
hearts.  Philippians 4:7 

12. God, show us a way to break the 
cycle of poverty. Psalm 72:12-13 

13. God, we pray for parents who 
struggle to keep their children 
warm.  Nahum 1:7 

January 2010 Prayers  -  Prayers for Warmth, Work and Wisdom 

14. God, help me be generous to 
those in need.  Luke 6:30 

15. God, bless the volunteers at 
shelters and soup kitchens.  
Jeremiah 22:16 

16. God, be a source of encourage-
ment and hope to people seeking 
work.  Joshua 1:9 

17. God, remind me that those   
persons who beg, loiter, and  
are homeless are also your  
children.  Proverbs 22:2 

18. God, we pray for fair wages 
and the opportunity for a better 
quality of life.  Psalm 45:6-7 

19. God, see past my excuses     
and lead me to be gracious    
and generous and giving.          
1 Timothy 6:7 

20. God, show me what is truly 
valuable to you. Matthew 10:31 

21. God, enable us to respond to 
the needs in our own commu-
nities and in other parts of the 
world.  Colossians 3:23-24 

22. God, grant me the wisdom to 
know how best to respond       
to those who ask for help.  
Proverbs 3:5 

23. God, inspire us to explore 
deeper  quest ions about        
faith and service to the world.  
Matthew 28:18-20 

24. God, may I be a source of   
light to others by sharing       
the good news about you.         
2 Corinthians 4:5-6 

25. God, open my eyes to         
those around me so that I might 
be a friend to someone who is 
feeling alone.  Ephesians 4:32 

26. God, let my church be open  
and available to the poor and 
suffering.  Romans 12:13 

����������	
����	�
���	
�
��	��
���
�

27. God, grant us hope, even in   
the midst of our suffering     
and the sufferings of others.  
Lamentations 3:25 

28. God, may we all find meaning-
ful work that brings us great 
satisfaction and fulfillment.  
Colossians 3:23 

29. God, show my church ways to 
provide practical, personal, and 
spiritual support to job seekers.  
Ecclesiastes 4:12 

30. God, enable each of us to be 
thankful for the abundance you 
have given us.  Psalm 23 

31. God, amplify our offering to 
children’s homes so that it   
may make a great impact.  
Isaiah 40:31   
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