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ration.  I want you to know that I 
honor your grief, and I am available 
to walk through it with you if you 
wish.   I am grateful for the work Jeff 
has done here, and consider it a privi-
lege to follow him in service here. 

Many of you have been through pas-
toral changes before in the United 
Methodist Church, but it always 
brings some anxiety and discomfort.  
You don’t know me, I have not yet 
had the opportunity to earn your 
trust, and suddenly you have even 
less idea than normal what the future 
holds.   Let me assure you that I have 
no intention in walking in and chang-
ing everything.  You as a congrega-
tion are doing many things very well.  
As I get a better feel for all that is 
happening around here, my desire is 
to work together to build on and 
strengthen even more the great minis-
tries you do.  If there are changes that 
need to be made, we will work 
through them together.   

I am asking for your help as we work 
to get to know one another.  Over the 
next few months, I am hoping to share 
some coffee (or whatever else we can 
find to eat and/or drink) with small 

It has been said that the only sure 
things in life are death and taxes.  I 
think it is safe to include a third guar-
antee in life, and that is change.  
Change happens, and it seems to hap-
pen more and more quickly as life 
goes on.   We don’t often have much 
control over the changes in the road 
before us.  The only thing we can 
control is our response to those 
changes; how do we keep our balance 
as we ride? 

We here at Faith UMC are in the 
midst of change in general, as are all 
people.  But we are also walking 
through the specific change of pas-
toral leadership.  For those of you I 
have not met yet, my name is Bruce 
Hiner, and I have been appointed to 
serve God here as the pastor of Faith 
UMC.  I look forward to getting to 
know each of you, and to working 
together to build the kingdom of God 
here in Bowling Green. 

As with most changes in our lives, 
there is a great mix of feelings and 
responses.  Some of you grieve Jeff 
and his family leaving.  There were 
close friendships and strong ministry 
relationships that bring pain in sepa-
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PASTOR’S POINT  
groups of you, which should give us 
better chances to get acquainted.   If 
you would be willing to host such a 
small group, please call the office so 
we can start these very soon. 

Also, many of you have already heard 
that I have a lousy memory.  I would 
be very grateful if you would remind 
me of your name several times over 
the next few months.  Otherwise, I am 
likely to get you mixed up with some-
one else, and there is no telling what I 
might wind up calling you!  And did I 
tell you I have a bad memory? 

My prayer is that together we can live 
into the vision that led to the birth of 
this new congregation ten years ago.  
As people of Faith, let us diligently 
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
for every part of our life together, and 
let us exercise the Faith the Lord has 
given us to follow that guidance to 
the glorious future God has set before 
us as tools in his hand.   

 

“For surely I know the plans I 
have for you, says the Lord, plans 
for your welfare... to give you a 
future with hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
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The conference was 
held June 3-6, 2009, 
and was presided 
over by Bishop 

Lindsey Davis.  Our special guest 
for the Conference was Indiana 
Bishop, Michael J. Coyner.   
 

The first day consisted of separate 
Laity and Clergy Executive break-
out sessions involving whichever of 
the 11 Legislative Committees you 
had been assigned.  The committees 
are:  New Church & Congregational 
Development; Lay Ministry, Evan-
gelism, Spiritual Formation; Ad-
ministrative Teams; Ordained Min-
istry; Ordained Ministry Recruit-
ment and Education; Missions; 
Health Ministries; Advocacy & Jus-
tice; Communication & Connec-
tional; Camping & Children; and 
Ministry with Young People.  That 
evening there was a Service of Or-
dination and Commissioning for 
five Provisional Members; six Dea-
cons in Full Connection; two in As-
sociate Membership; and fourteen 
Elders in Full Connection.  If you 

2009 KENTUCKY  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE OF THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

don’t know what these titles mean 
then maybe you should attend the 
Conference in the future.  Days two 
and three consisted of Worshipful 
Work (Committee reports and dis-
cussion of and vote on 32 proposed 
United Methodist Church Constitu-
tional Amendments being consid-
ered by the 134 annual conferences 
around the world).  Also, on day 
two there was a Retirement Service 
for ministers retiring this past year 
and previously retired ministers 
were recognized as well.  The final 
day consisted of the Reading of the 
new Appointments and the Sending 
Forth.   
 

Three additional items of interest to 
the Bowling Green District are:  the 
appointment of Bro. Bruce Hiner to 
Faith UMC, the addition of Merry 
Oaks UMC from the Columbia Dis-
trict and merging them with Park 
City to create the Park City/Merry 
Oaks charge; and the statewide ap-
plication of the reformulation of 
District Fund Formulas going from 
4.5% of the Pastor’s salary to 

1.25% each local church’s operat-
ing budget.   
 

Having been a Methodist for nine-
teen years, I highly recommend 
anyone who is truly interested in 
the United Methodist Church, at-
tending one of these conferences as 
soon as possible.  You will gain a 
better appreciation for our Book of 
Discipline and how the Districts 
and Regions minister to and fill the 
needs of the local congregations.  
But even more importantly, the fel-
lowship, preaching and wonderful 
music, combined with being in ser-
vice to our Lord, are an experience 
you will never forget.  A special 
thanks to all of the volunteers, with-
out whose help, the conference 
would not have happened, and one 
of those volunteers was our very 
own Treva Craft. 
 

Respectfully Yours, 
 

Tom Dodson 
2009 Annual Conference 
Lay Delegate for Faith UMC 
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Habitat for Humanity has teamed 
up with the Bowling Green District 
to build a home here in town.  If 
you are interested in being part of 
this wonderful ministry, please call 
Pastor Bruce.  There are many 
needs and opportunities to serve: 
�� July 11 - Raising of the Walls/  

Trusses/Roof Work 
�� July 18 - Roofing 
�� July 25 - Roofing/Interior 

Walls/Exterior Sheeting 
�� Aug 01 - Interior Walls/

Exterior Sheeting 
�� Aug 08 - Exterior Insulation/

Windows/Doors 
�� Aug 15 - Vinyl Siding/Soffits/

Drywalling 

HABITAT  FOR HUMANITY  

�� Aug 22 - Vinyl Siding/Soffits/
Drywalling 

�� Aug 29 - Interior Doors/Trim 
�� Sept 12 - Painting/Misc. 
�� Sept 19 - Painting/Misc. 
�� Sept 26 - Kitchen Underlay-

ment/Misc. 
�� Oct 03 - Landscaping/Finish Up 
 
This gives you a rough idea of the 
overall construction period.  Experi-
ence tells us that there will have to 
be adjustments made along the way 
for unexpected delays, so keep in 
contact with Bruce regarding sched-
uling.  Our goal is to place the fam-
ily within their new home in time 
for Thanksgiving.  
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RADA  CUTLERY  
Everything is 
looking good in 
the garden and 
God has been 
good to us.  We 

haven't had to water the garden but 
two times so far, due to rain coming 
at just the right time - God is 
good!  We again had a thief come 
through and take tomato plants, 
zucchini, and we think some water-
melon plants, but when Sandra 
went to replace the tomato plants, 
the man at Greg's Vegetable Stand 
gave her 12 tomato plants for $1.00 
- God is so good!!!! 
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We will have some prod-
uct available this Sunday; it is 
musecula, which is a lettuce 
blend.   Some of the leaves can be 
sharp tasting, but that's normal and 
okay.   
 
You will find the veggies in the 
fellowship hall with a money jar.  
Donate as God leads you.  All do-
nations are to go toward a trip when 
the Bible Surfer's class reaches their 
senior year, if they work in the gar-
den......every year. 
 

���������	����

BIBLE  SURFER’S GARDEN 

We are very 
excited to let 
everyone know 
the members of 
FIT have all 

been to our doctors for check ups 
and because of our changing life-
styles and eating patterns, we as a 
group, have lowered our blood 
pressures.  One of us was on the 
verge of having to take medicine, 
the other two have lowered theirs to 
not taking half of their medi-
cine.  Now for the most exciting 
announcement, every one of us 
have lowered our bad cholesterol by 
40 or more points!!!!  All of our 
doctors are thrilled with our pro-
gress and tell us to keep it up. 
 
Would you like to join us?  We 
meet on Monday nights in the 
prayer room at 6:30 p.m.  We weigh 
in, have a short health topic and a 
short related Bible topic.  You can 
also join us for walking at 6:00 a.m.  
Check with me where we are walk-
ing because we switch depending 
on the weather or mood. 

F.I.T. CLASS NEWS 

If you’ve never tried 
this sauce, then you’re 
in for a treat.  Kittawa 
Sprangs Dippin’ Sauce 
is a “Kentucky Proud” 

product.  It was originally made in a 
kitchen in western Kentucky, but is 
now commercially produced in 
Louisville.  The best part of this 
sauce is that it is guaranteed to save 
kids.  The proceeds from every bot-
tle sold goes to the United Method-
ist Children’s Homes of Kentucky 
and other children’s charities. 
 
If you’re interested in trying a 
bottle or to restock your supply if 
you’re a repeat consumer, then 
you may purchase a bottle from 
me during my office hours, or 
leave me a check and I will set 
aside a bottle for you.  I’m selling 
the sauce as a service project for 
the Greenhill UMW.  There are 
now two sizes to choose from:  
18oz. bottles are $3.00 and 33 oz. 
bottles are $5.00.  If paying for 
your purchase by check, please 
make it out to Greenhill United 
Methodist Women, and mark in 
the memo for “Dippin’ Sauce”.   
 

Thanks and Enjoy.    �����  

 
“...out of me will flow rivers of liv-
ing waters.”   John 7:38 

K ITTAWA  SPRANGS 
DIPPIN ’ SAUCE 

FRIENDS DAY  
COMING  SOON 

Friends Day for Faith will be 
Sunday, August 23, 2009.  This is 
an opportunity to invite friends, 
family, neighbors, co-workers, or 
anyone who does not attend any 
church on a regular basis to come 
with you to Faith. 

All the details on how to honor 
our guests have not been 
worked out yet, and suggestions 
are  always welcome.  Please 
share your ideas with the Share 
In Faith committee. 
 
More information will be coming 
soon, but unti l  then start        
compiling your list, and check     
it twice, as to who you can invite 
to Friends Day 2009. 



Paul and the Under-
ground Church was a 

great success!! Thirty children, 
from preschool to college, attended 
Vacation Bible School at Faith 
United Methodist Church last 
month. Children were placed in 
multi-age Roman families to ex-
plore the culture of ancient Rome. 
Christians in ancient Rome had to 
be careful and worship "under 
cover". Each evening our families 
were led to Paul's cell (house arrest) 
and to a cave where the Under-
ground Church met. 
  
VBS participants played Olympic 
Roman games, such as shot put, 
chariot racing; as well as learning to 
become Roman firefighters and 
army recruits. During crafts, the 
children were Roman apprentices. 
They were given Roman coins 
(denarri) to purchase food, crafts, 
and other souvenirs. Attendees 

made bracelets, laurel wreaths, 
wooden toys, and attended Roman 
school. Some of the craft leaders 
were portraying non-believers. The 
children had an opportunity to dis-
cuss their faith in God with these 
individuals. 
 
 The food provided for the children 
was provided by the Department of 
Agriculture Summer Feeding Pro-
gram...meaning it was FREE! 
  
Portions of the VBS curriculum are 
being used to extend the children's 
knowledge of ancient Rome and 
Christianity during Children's 
Church and Sunday School for the 
remainder of the summer. 
  
VBS participants voted for Heifer 
International as the charity where 
all offering is to be made. Heifer 
International provides a cow to a 
needy family for nourishment. The 

VBS offering for this year is 
$116.00. Thank you to all who 
gave!! 
  
Lastly, a huge THANK YOU to all 
the volunteers who made Vacation 
Bible School a memorable one, 
those who donated needed supplies 
or gave financial gifts. God Bless 
You! 
  
Look for a children's newsletter in 
the parent section of the children's 
wing for additional information re-
garding the next few months. Por-
tions of the children's wing 
are under construction. Please bear 
with me and thank you for your 
understanding and patience. 
�

�����������
Children’s Director 

As some of you may have heard by 
now, Erin and I have begun to look 
for a new church home.  We just 
wanted to let you all know that we 
love you, and that this was not an 
easy decision to make.  In fact, God 
had to cause a four hour power out-
age to get me to sit down, listen to 
Him, and yield to His will. 
 
Faith UMC will always hold a spe-
cial place in our hearts — not only 
because this is where we were mar-
ried, but also because of the love 
we have always felt from so many of 
you, as well as the many memories 
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we have here.  We do not know ex-
actly where God is leading us, but 
Erin and I are both sure that, for 
some reason, He is calling us else-
where.  You all will continue to be 
in our prayers, and we hope you all 
will keep us in yours. 
 
We refuse to say “Good-bye” or 
“Farewell”, because we intend on 
staying in touch and visiting from 
time to time.  So, as we say in 1st 
service, “...God be with you till we 
meet again.” 
 
Sincerely, Rick & Erin Flora 

TILL  WE MEET AGAIN 
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The United Methodist 
Women of Faith would 
like to thank everyone 
who helped with our yard 
sale in any way.  Thanks 
to those volunteers who 

put in many hours sorting and 
marking items, those that worked 
the sale and thanks to all who do-
nated yard sale and bake sale items.  
The proceeds from the yard sale 
will go to help local missions.  On 
June 20th we held our summer pic-
nic at Preston Miller Park.  It was a 
fun time of fellowship and good 
food.  We were glad to have Bro. 
Bruce and Lisa join us for this 
event, and welcome them to  Faith.   

The UMW are collecting jams, jel-
lies, and syrups for the Lewis Me-
morial Home in Franklin.  The date 
for collecting these items has been 
extended to July 26th, and place 
them in the designated boxes at the 
UMW table.  We will be delivering 
these items on July 26th (Note: date 

FAITH  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  

changed due to scheduling conflict 
at Lewis Memorial) and enjoying a 
time of singing and fellowship with 
the residents.  This is always a spe-
cial time and we invite you to go 
with us.  You will be blessed.   

The School of Christian Missions 
will be held July 16-19 at Lindsey 
Wilson College.  Please see 
Jeanette Wand for more details. 

Also, mark your calendar now to go 
with us to the Wesley House in 
Louisville on August 8th.  We will 
carpool from the church and leave 
early morning.  More details will be 
available closer to the time.   

There will be no circle meetings in 
July.  If you would like to become a 
member of Faith United Methodist 
Women, please contact Jill Cook or 
Teresa Sneed. 
 

Submitted by: 
Freeda Hunt, Faith UMW 
Communication Coordinator 
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A time of fun, fellow-
ship and good food 
was enjoyed by all of 
us as we welcomed 
our new pastor , 
Brother Bruce and his 
wife, Lisa.   

 
A letter written to us by our little 
girl in Ecudor was read to the 
group.  Zoila is now 11 years old.  
We have been sponsoring her 
since she was six.  She asks us all 
to pray for her and her family.  
Our sponsorship means that she 
will be able to have Bible teach-
ing, medical exams, recreational 
activities, life skills training, aca-
demic support and educational 
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YOUNG AT HEART  
classes.  We are proud to be a part 
of her life.  Thank you all for alu-
minum cans that help to provide 
all of the above. 
 
Our next gathering will not be 
until September 10th with a pic-
nic at Eugene & Bessie Kirby’s 
place by the river.  In October we 
hope to be able to have Chris Pat-
terson share his experience from 
his mission trip to Africa 
We hope you have a wonderful 
Spirit-filled summer. 
 
God Bless,  
���������	�
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FYI    
Mark your calendars now for these 
future events: 
 
July 16-19  – School of Christian 

Missions at  Lindsey Wilson  
College, Columbia, KY 

July 26 – Visit to Lewis Memorial 
Home in Franklin 

August 8 – Travel to Wesley House 
in Louisville 

September 26 – District UMW Fall 
Meeting at Scottsville First 

October 24 – UMW Annual Con-
ference at  Centenary UMC,  
Lexington 

December 12 – UMW Christmas 
Dinner 
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Save Aluminum Cans 



July Birthdays 
7/01 Karlee Grimes 
 Jennifer Sharp 
7/05 Mindy Hockenbury 
 Tabitha Hunt 
7/06 Dennis Causey 
 Mary Strode 
 Madisyn Taylor 
7/07 Katherine Kinser 
 Haley Wyatt 
 Maddie Wyatt 
7/08 Sharon Dillard 
7/09 Lisa Milburn 
 Vicki Willey 
7/10 Kristen Carter 
 Catherine Reeves 
7/14 Stephanie Rishkofski 
7/18 Ron Finley 
7/19 Na’Gasha Graham  
7/20 John Coe 
7/21 Tyler Burchett 
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7/22 James Fultz 
7/25 Belinda McGee 
7/26 Lynn Hulsey 
 Tara Thompson 
 Jamie Warder 
7/27 Katie Reeves 
7/29 Nathan Carter 
 Tammy Mandeville 
7/30 Melanie Pardue 
 Sondra Yeckering 
7/31 Kenneth Denham 
 
July Anniversaries 
7/03 Lloyd & Norma Bonta 
7/10 John & Pam Coe 
7/18 Wayne & Elaine Mann 
7/19 Graham & Meghan Cole 
7/21 Ron & Diane Finley 
7/26 Chris & Terri Rogers 

Our next community Serve Day will be 
September 27, 2009.  This is when we 
close the church and go out into the com-
munity to help   others.  Start thinking now 
of possible projects for this day.  More de-
tails in upcoming newsletters. 

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM SUPPER 
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2009 

5:00 TO 7:00 PM 
 

SUGAR GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
SUGAR GROVE RD. HWY 1083 

(See Treva for directions) 

FULL MEAL $5.00 
HAMBURGER OR HOT DOG PLATE 

COLE SLAW, BAKED BEANS AND DRINK 
PLUS 

ALL-YOU-CAN EAT 
HOMEMADE ICE CREAM & CAKE 

 
SPONSORED BY THE 

SUGAR GROVE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

ALL PROCEEDS GOES TO MISSION PROJECTS 
IN BUTLER COUNTY AND AROUND THE WORLD 

 

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US 
FOR FOOD, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP 

SERVE DAY  
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FISH FRY & M USIC 

  ICE CREAM  SOCIAL  
  & SILENT  AUCTION  

Fun, Fellowship & Ice Cream 
Social and Silent Auction being 
sponsored by the Springhill Son 
Seekers small group.  Help our 

small group raise money for Faith’s     
Children’s Department so to purchase  
Kid-Friendly Furniture. 
 
This fun event will take place on Saturday, 
August 1st from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Come 
and enjoy homemade ice cream, cookies, 
and musical entertainment, while you 
browse through and place your bids in our 
Silent Auction.  All monies raised will go 
towards fulfilling the need for kid-friendly 
furniture in our Children’s Department.  
Please come on out and help our kids. 
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Fri.  Aug 14 & Sat. Aug 15 
Music begins at 6:45 Friday 

night with Steve Barnum; Run 
Kid Run; Hawk Nelson; Mike 

Breaux and Skillet. 

Saturday activities begin at 
10am with BlueEyesSoul; 
Remedy Drive; Addison 

Road; Thousand Foot Krutch 
and the Newsboys.  There 

are also seminars as well as 
Praise and Worship times   

on Saturday. 

Tents will be set up by youth 
and chaperones for the over-
night.  We will leave for Lou-

con at 4:30pm Friday and  
return on Saturday night 

around midnight. 

Signup for tickets is by the 
youth door!  We MUST know 

ASAP so we can get early 
bird tickets. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE 
NEEDED TO HELP      

CHAPERONE THIS EVENT!! 
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 Includes ALL youth between 
12 and 18 years of age! 
     Jr. Youth: rising 7 th-9th 
     Sr. Youth: rising 10th-12th 
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Sunday morning:�                           
9am traditional service                    

10am Sunday School/Bible study   
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11:15am contemporary service  

   Wednesday evenings 
will return in September� 

   6:15pm Youth meeting 
and fellowship 

As we look forward to the remainder 
of the summer and to the fall, we are in 
NEED of adults who are willing to 
provide direction and leadership in 
both of our youth groups.   

We need people who will lead 
Wednesday night activities for one 
month (4 Weds) during Sept thru Dec. 

We need adults who are willing to take 
some Sunday mornings to lead our 
Sunday School time. 

We need adults who are willing to 
chaperone any of our activities!! 

If you can help PLEASE contact Di-
anne; 996-1935   deemart@att.net or 
Katie Alagna; 991-3258 

Please watch your mail and the 
weekly bulletin for other fun 

events that are happening for our 
youth.  We need email addresses 
and phone numbers for some of 
our youth who are not receiving 

information about our youth 
group.  Please see Dianne Martin 

or Katie Alagna to provide us 
with this information! 



1. God, let 
there be peace 
on earth and let 
it begin with 
me.  John 14:27 

2. God, work 
within me to 
a c c o m p l i s h 
abundantly far 
more than I 
could imagine.  
Ephesians 3:20 

3. God, teach me to be a patient 
and creative problem solver.  
Proverbs 16:9 

4. God, thank you for our freedom 
and liberties, for our service 
men and women, and for those 
who have died serving our 
country.  1 Peter 2:16  

5. God, remind us that through 
every change you will remain 
f a i t h fu l  and  s teadfas t .        
Hebrews 6:17 

6. God, teach me to be a peace-
maker and show me opportuni-
ties to help others find peace.  
Matthew 5:9 

7. God, fill me with your peace so 
that I can share it with my fam-
ily, friends and neighbors.  
Ephesians 2:14 

8. God, we pray that all may  
know the love of Christ and be 
filled with all your fullness.  
Ephesians 3:19  

9. God, we pray for our mission 
team and their families.  Sup-
port them, protect them, and 
guide them.  Isaiah 52:7  

10. God, may our mission trips not 
only benefit others, but also 
transform us and deepen our 
faith.  2 Corinthians 9:6  

PEACE BE WITH  YOU  ~  JULY  2009 

11. God, make my church one    
that is reaching out, loving, 
teaching, redeeming, and    
making disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  1 John 4:16 

12. God, remind me that you are 
with me wherever I go.  Open 
my eyes so that I can see your 
presence.  Joshua 1:9  

13. God, renew my trust in you in 
the midst of success and times 
of failure.  Psalm 84:12 

14. God, we pray that everyone 
may experience the peace that 
only a relationship with Jesus 
Christ can offer.  Isaiah 57:19 

15. God, remove my anxiety and 
fear so that I can be at peace 
with myself.  Luke 12:32 

16. God, do not let our hearts be 
troubled.  Do not let us be 
afraid.  John 14:27 

17. God, we pray for everyone  
who serves you by working for 
justice.  Psalm 67:4 

18. God, show us the path to      
reconciliation wherever it is 
needed.  Psalm 34:14 

19. God, help us discover new and 
creative ways to grow our    
capacity to love you and to love 
others.  Ephesians 4:14-16 

20. God, help me to always have a 
spirit of appreciation and 
thanksgiving.  Psalm 16:11 

21. God, help me respond to    
negativity with compassion.  
Matthew 5:39 

22. God, no matter what the       
outside circumstances, help    
us find peace in our hearts.       
2 Corinthians 4:16 

23. God, whenever possible use  
me to rebuild what is broken.  
Titus 3:14 
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24. God, help me live responsibly 
in your world and live in      
harmony with your people.  
Ephesians 4:4 

25. God, thank you for your con-
stant presence, even when we 
fail to recognize it.  Mark 6:50 

26. God, help us approach difficulty 
with hope.  Colossians 3:15 

27. God, when I struggle to make 
decisions and the path isn’t 
clear, lead me in the way           
I should go.  Psalm 32:8 

28. God, take away my worries and 
let me turn my problems over to 
you.  Matthew 10:31 

29. God, deepen our faith and    
help us center our lives.       
Colossians 1:20 

30. God, may your love surround 
us so that wherever we go, we 
go in peace.  Isaiah 57:19 

31. God, I pray that everyone I 
meet will experience your 
peaceful presence through me.  
Isaiah 64:8 
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