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Suppose you see a brother
or sister who has no food
or clothing, and you say,
“Good-bye and have a good
day; stay warm and eat
well’—but then you don’t
give that person any food or
clothing. What good does
that do? James 2:15-16 (NLT)

As God provides warmth for all
his children by warming our

with others by providing a coat.
Many of us have extra coats &
jackets hanging in our closets,
just taking up room and remind-
ing us we can't fit into them any-
more. Or perhaps your children
and/or grandchildren have out-
grown some that you still have
in a drawer. This is your chance
to help someone else by giving
that coat to someone who may
not have even one.

Starting today, November 5'1
through the entire month of No-
vember, the small grouod’'s
Mixed Nutsinvites you to bring
those coats and hang them on the

hearts, you are invited to put rack you will find in the back

your faith into concrete action foyer.
and sharing some of that warmth pantry is open,

On the days our food
anyone who

needs one will be invited to pick
up a coat for themselves or their
children, one per person. If we
have any coats left at the end of
the month, they will be donated
to either the Salvation Army or
the Methodist Mountain Mis-
sion. Do your part to share the
warmth of God’s kingdom with
others!

“And the King will say, ‘I
tell you the truth, when you
did it to one of the least of
these my brothers and
sisters, you were doing it to
me!’” Matthew 25: 40 (NLT)
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PASTOR’S POINT

Friends, this is an abridged version
of the report | turned in for our

Charge Conference on my percep-
tions of the state of the ministries
here at Faith. | have edited it to fit
in this space. If you ever have any
desire to read the complete report,
or any of the other forms and re-
ports which we turn in at Charge
Conference, please come by the
office and you can take a look at it
all.

This is a season of transition for
Faith. | was appointed here in June
of this year, and we are still getting
to know each other. | am excited
about the many possibilities we
have for ministry in our community
and around the world as a connec-
tional church. We have many peo-
ple involved in small groups for
spiritual growth and for mission and
ministry, both within the congrega-
tion and in the community around
us. We have two worship services
addressing very different worship
styles, with incredibly gifted people
involved in leading both services.
We are in a vital location, with fan-
tastic physical facilities for the
building of God’s kingdom.

We face several challenges as we
seek to be part of God's mission
here in this part of Bowling Green.
Our worship attendance has been
slowly declining for several years,
and there is great variety of per-
ceived reasons for this decline. Our
immediate neighborhood is quickly
becoming one of the most ethni-
cally diverse | have ever seen. This
adds to the already transient nature

of the community, which challenges ble peace of God, reducing our
our ability to sustain ministries. anxiety and renewing our faith.

Perhaps one of our biggest chal- We have begun intentionally look-
lenges is our financial situation. ing for and celebrating God’'s hand
We find ourselves with a large debt, at work in our lives during our wor-
paying off both this beautiful facil- ship services. Personal stories of
ity and a relatively new parsonage. how we have seen that work are a
This debt, currently almost 50% of powerful element in our worship. |
our entire budget, is a source of have recently asked people to focus
anxiety made even worse by the especially on how they see God at
faltering economy, and it is cited by work in their fellow members of the
some as one of the main reasons body of Christ here at Faith.

they leave the congregation. Not only must we change our focus

One of my tasks as pastor is to helg away from ourselves and our prob-
people see that none of our chal-lems and onto the Lord, but we also
lenges are too big for our infinite must focus on bringing the Good
God. We already have had a sig- News of Jesus Christ to the people
nificant prayer ministry here at around us. One challenge here will
Faith, and | am working to expand be to discover how to become an
our work in this area. To that end integral part of our local commu-
we had one short season of prayeinity, building relationships with
and fasting a few weeks ago, and people who may be very different
will likely have more. Our sanctu- from us in many ways.

ary 1S how _open every weekday This is the situation as | see it here
morning at 7:00 am, SO anyone who and now at Faith UMC. The com-
wishes can stop for a time of prayer munity around is a field ripe for the

Sv%etrgfllérwagutow\évrzﬁ’ S.l(jgto?(l) dzr harvest, for making life-long disci-
' PJ y ples of Jesus Christ. We have the

L?g[/erzihg d {?/i/:iLljlssg br?:ginfgrr\;\%r;te externgl resources V\_/e_need to t_hrive

messa’ges on prayer in the near fu as a vital part of _bwldmg_ the king-
dom of God here in Bowling Green.

ture. When we uncover and deal with our

Though there has been much teach internal,  corporate  stumbling

ing and discussion on Biblical stew- blocks, | believe we will become a

ardship here at Faith, it is apparent shining light on a hill, in accord

that we have a long way to go to with Jesus’ description of who we

live into these standards. | will be are in him.

seeking ways to help all of our

members experience the blessings

of radically trusting God to provide Grace and peace,

for our needs when we obey his

direction and commands. My hope

is we can experience the inexplica-




CLASSIFIEDS: NUTS FOR SALE

The Springhill SonSeekers will be the church property. Orders will

selling Terry Lynn nuts to raise not be taken this year, they are just
funds to construct a Prayer Gardergoing to set up shop! Sales should
by the Three Crosses at the back obegin soon! Dates to be announced.

C.R.O.P. WaLK
On Sunday, Nov. 2%,
you can join people

from all over Bowling

Green in walking to

help feed hungry people
by being part of the Church World
Services CROP Walk. It is a short
walk that can go a very long way in
meeting people’s basic needs. Do-

nations can be raised in advance, or turkey dinner,

accepted on the day of the walk. A
registration form will be available
on Nov. &. See Jeanette Wand for
more details.

HANGING OF THE GREEN

Our annual
Hanging of the
Green  worship
service will be on
Sunday night,
November 29,
at 6:00 pm.
Come be part of
this lovely time of worship com-
bined with learning why we use
some of the things we decorate our
sanctuary with. Bring some light
snacks to share after the service,
just in case you haven't had any-
thing to eat during the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend.

THANKSGIVING
CELEBRATION

On Wednesday,
November 28, we
will gather as a
Faith family to
celebrate Thanks-
giving together. At
5:30 p.m., we will
get to beat the rush
on a wonderful
shared with
neighbors in the community. Then
at 6:30 p.m., we will worship to-
gether in this uniquely American
holiday to give thanks to God for all
we have been given. This will be
worth waiting to travel for!

YOUNG AT HEART
If you missed our

October meeting,
you really missed a
blessing. We want

to thank Chris and
Dana Patterson for
sharing their mission
trip experiences with
us. We are proud of Chris and his
dedication to God'’s calling.

Our next gathering will be on
November 12 at 12 Noon in the
fellowship hall for a potluck meal.
Our theme for this time together
will be “Thanking God for what he
has done and is doing for us.”

Remember to mark your calendars
and reserve December "™Ofor
Christmas at the Patterson’s. We
hope you will plan to come and
bring your favorite holiday dish.

God Bless, Madeline

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE & BAKE OFF

Please join us at the
parsonage on  Sun-
day, December "6
from 3:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. for our An-
nual Christmas Open House. It is
our privilege and pleasure to be
here at Faith UMC, and we want to
invite you to share a meal with us
and spend some time getting to
know each other better. We will
provide the food. HOWEVER, it is
our tradition to hold a “Holiday
Bake Off”l How it works is that we
choose a theme (this year it's ap-
ples), and you are invited to bring
(before 3pm)your best dish to be
judged by those who come to the

open house. The winning recipe
will be published in the bulletin the
next Sunday! It's always been fun,

and we look forward to some
YUMMY apple dishes! Please
come!

Bruce & Lisa




Faith Childen

CHRISTMAS PLAY PREPARATION

The children are going to do the
Christmas play, Candles of
Christmas. Rehearsals have
started on Wednesday nights
(6:15pm), but it is not too late
for new kids to join in! The
children will be presenting the
Christmas story in a variety of ways using puppets,
masks, and themselves. All the children will badre
ing "the story" from a GIANT Christmas book so
they won't have to memorize lines. Those thattcan'
read will have fun singing the songs and doingtke li
acting. They will have to memorize the music! But
all of the songs are familiar Christmas songs, pixce
for the theme songCelebrate the Season'There is
also going to be a special "angel" ballet. The song
are: Away in a Manager, Silent Night, Angels We
Have Heard On High, While Shepherds Watched
Their Flock, We Three Kings of Orient Amnd O
Come All Ye Faithful. The play will be presented at
Faith on Sunday, December 13th, at 6pm, with re-
freshments following the performance in the fellow-
ship hall. Mark your calendars, you won't want to
missTHIS unique "story" of the birth of Jesus! And
as always, volunteers are welcome.

Joyfully and prayerfully in HIS service, Susan

Quptimal €

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both
your rejection of sin and your commitment to Clist
We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith
and life and include these children now before iyou
your care?

With God's help we will proclaim the good news
and live according to the example of Christ. We
will surround these children with a community of
love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their
service to others. We will pray for them, that the
may be true disciples who walk in the way that
leads to life.

Please read this Baptismal Covenant prayerfully and

carefully. As the Interim Children’s Coordinatdr,
want to begin by reminding all of us what a prigie
and responsibility it is to care for, nurture, amedch
our young people. At the baptism of our childrem,
have each taken a vow to teach and inspire thetimago
their faith may increase. | may be calling you rothe
next few months to participate in our children’sisi
try, and | want you to prayerfully consider youterin
the nurture of our children.

In His love, Lisa

Novembes Bisthdays & fnnioessasiss

Birthdays

11/01 Jack Carr

11/02 Betty Mosley

11/03 Bessie Kirby

11/05 Sadie Reeves

11/06 Nathan Gardner
Irene Miller
Andrea Nieman
Ashley Nieman

11/07 Keith McReynolds
Terry Rogers

11/08 Jake Hagans
Kim Woodward
11/09 Hugh Hulsey
Darrell Sneed
11/11 Dorothy Reeves
Joseph Reeves
Jeanette Wand
11/12 Eugene Kirby
11/15 Edna Cashman
Breanna Hardin
Freda Nieman

11/17 Tracine Owens
11/19 Carl Ezell

11/20 David Kirby
11/21 Debbie Anderson
11/22 Tim Clark

11/25 Aaron Hulsey

11/27 Cathy McKee
11/28 Jayden Cook
Trenton Madeville

Anniversaries
11/10 Terry & Margaret Young

Janet Rogers

Danny Young 11/22 Don & Madeline Gardner
11/27 Ron Burchett 11/26 Eugene & Bessie Kirby

Molly Grimes

Allen McKee
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The youth offer this annual activity as a
fundraiser and service activity.
Instead of mailing your cards to others in the ceggtion,

bring them to church and drop them in a marked max
with your donation (made out to the Faith Youtrgtéad of
using postage to mail those cards. The youthastiist all
of our Faith family in receiving their cards at thaost
office” after services beginning Nov 29 The post office
will be located in the foyer close to the Welcomesk.
We must remind you that any cards for shut-insoorpiast
members will STILL need to be mailed. Please keapin
mind as you address cards.

As we grow our youth group, we are asking all
who fall into this age range to come and be a
of both of these activities, as well as, our reg
Sunday School and Wednesday fellowship.

will continue our fourth Sunday service day

Nov. 22 and on Dec. 27 Our Wednesday Night

kids
part
ula
We
on

studies will continue with our Movie and Scripture
nights, as we look at Shrek and then begin an

Advent preparation time. Thanks for allowing
to work with and enjoy your youth!!

Remember we can always use volunteers to
with youth studies and projects.
Katie and Dianne

us

help




FAITH UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

On October 24, Jo Ann

Neighbors and Jeanette

Wand attended the

UMW Annual Confer-

ence at Centenary UMC

in Lexington. Thanks Jo
Ann and Jeanette for representing
us.

Our World Thank Unit Meeting
will be November 7at the Church
beginning at 10:00 a.m. Please
make plans to attend, as we will

The Agape Circle meets on the
third Monday of each month at

6:30 p.m. These meetings are usu-

ally held in a member’s home. The
Circle of Faith will meet on No-

vember 9 at the home of Madeline
Gardner, and the Agape Circle will
meet on November 16 at the church
for a salad dinner. If you are inter-
ested in joining either of these
UMW Circles, please contact Jill

Cook, Membership Coordinator, or
Teresa Sneed, President. If you

also have a business meeting at thatwould like to be involved in the

time to vote on several upcoming
items.

Our Christmas dinner and revealing
of secret pals will be December 12.
This is for UMW members and

their guests. This is always a fun
event with wonderful fellowship

and good food. A sign-up sheet
will be posted closer to the date.

The Circle of Faith meets on the
second Monday of each month at
noon.
held in the church fellowship hall.

M1sSION OUTREACH
Dear FAITH family,

God has called me to return to
Mexico this year, to visit the

dear ones | have come to know
the last two years, but also to
join Him in His continued work

there. The team will be visiting

the same two cities as in years
past, San Luis and El Golfo

where we will be performing

spay and neuter clinics to help
control the pet population.

UMW reading program, please see
Jeanette Wand. It's not too late to
still join the program for the new

year.

November is the month to honor
our Veterans and also the month of
Thanksgiving; therefore, let’s all be

thankful for all God has given us.

We have so much to be thankful for
and should celebrate all year long,
not just this time of year. We are so
blest to live in the United States of

These meetings are usually America, where we can worship

freely, have food on our table, and a

Prayer is the fuel that will allow

good place to sleep. Even with its
many flaws, our country is stiltte
best”. So, when you see a military
man or woman, currently serving or
a veteran, tell them “thank you” and
you appreciate all they do for us.
And most importantly, remember to
pray for our men and women in the
armed forces and their families.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING EVERYONE

Submitted by:
Freeda Hunt, Faith UMW
Communication Coordinator

EYI
Mark your calendars now for these
future events:

November 7— World Thank Unit
Meeting at 10:00 a.m.

December 12- UMW Christmas
Dinner and revealing of Secret
Pal

December 25- Happy Birthday
Jesus and Merry Christmas

| am excited about what God is

us to be successful, as we follow going to do in my life, and in the

God's leading in the ministry.
Please pray for the following:
All of the trip's financial
needs will be met in a timely
fashion.
God would keep us safe.
The group would work well
together.
We would encourage our
missionaries, Pastor Ray, his
wife Carol, and others who
will give their lives to Christ.

lives of others through this min-
istry in December! This is how |
celebrate Christmas, and | can-

not imagine celebrating any
other way! May God bless you
richly!

Andrea Nieman




Spotlight On Volunteers at Faith UMC

The Serve in Faith Committee has
chosen to shine the spotlight on the
volunteer services of Lisa Milburn
this month. Lisa was invited to
come to Faith United Methodist by
her friend and church member,
Lynn Hulsey. Since joining Faith
in November 2006, Lisa has been
very involved in several ministries
here at Faith, such as Share In
Faith, Bible School and the small
group, ‘God’s Mixed Nuts’. Lisa
has served as the treasurer of Share
in Faith for the past three years.
Besides working full-time at Family
Options in Morgantown, Lisa is
also very involved at Richpond Ele-

CIRCLE OF FAITH

November # at 10:00 a.m.
UMW World Thank Program and
business meeting. All UMW mem-
bers are encouraged to attend.

November 8 at 12 Noon — Meeting
at the Gardner’'s. Refreshments will
be furnished.

December 1% — Lunch at Federal
Grove. We will meet at the church
at 10:30 a.m. and carpool to Au-
burn. Lunch is ordered off the
menu. It is sure to be a pleasant
dining experience, and as always,
wonderful fellowship. We have
reservations, so plan to attend. If
you are unable to attend, please let
Madeline know ahead of time.
Bring a Christmas ornament to ex-
change with each other.

We hope to see you at all of these
events.

L
God Bless, Madeline

mentary where her son, Jackson Share in Faith ministry that you

attends school. should seek out her or someone else
that is involved, and always read

The biggest blessings that Lisa re- your bulletins for announcements

ceives at Faith come from listening for ways to help. Giving your time

to the Praise Band, the support of just an hour each week can mean a

her small group, and she loves the whole lot if we all get involved.

fellowship at Faith, and is always

blessed as she tries to be a goodThe Serve in Faith Committee

friend to others. wishes to say thank-you Lisa Mil-
burn for your serving heart and

She wishes everyone knew more may _God continue to bless you in a

about what the Share In Faith Com- SPecial way.

mittee is doing and just how very _ .

important it is to volunteer to work N His Service,

with the children. Lisa said that if Sandra G. Landrum

you would like to volunteer in the

THANK You!

ord, listen to your children praying, Lord, senauy Spirit to this place. Lord,

listen to your children praying. Send us love, seagower, send us grace.




PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

10.

11.

12.

God, thank you for your peace
that surpasses all understanding
and guards our hearts and
minds. Philippians 4:7

God, thank you for loving the
world so much that you gave
your only son so that we may
have eternal life. John 3:16

God, | give you thanks for the
many blessings | receive every
day. Ephesians 5:20

God, thank you for the opportu-
nity to be a good neighbor, to lend
a hand or a listening ear when |
am needed. Proverbs 14:21

God, thank you for vyour
unending love and mercy.
1 Chronicles 16:34

God, thank you for being near
and comforting me when | pray
to you. Deuteronomy 4:7

God, thank you for offering
hope in what seems like hope-
less situations. 1 Peter 1:3

God, thank you for being the
lamp unto my feet and the light
unto my path. Psalm 119:105

God, give me a thankful heart
and a willing spirit. Teach me to
give thanks in all circumstances.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

God, | am thankful for my
place in your world, and for the
gifts and talents you have given
me. Psalm 24:1

God, thank you for the volunteers,
missionaries and service workers
who perform what are often
thankless tasks. 1 John 2:14

God, thank you for the volun-
teers who respond when com-
munities are struck by disaster.
Psalm 41:1

13. God, thank you for the wisdom 25.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

~ NoVvEMBER 2009

and compassion of our doctors,

nurses and healthcare providers. 26

1 Corinthians 12:9
God, we give thanks for the

mentors, leaders and teachers 7

who inspire our children.

Proverbs 22:6

God, thank you for the gift
of the Sabbath. Teach me
to honor it and honor you.
1 Chronicles 29:13

God, thank you for forgiving
my sins. Help me to be forgiv-
ing of others. John 13:15

God, thank you for being our
refuge and our strength, an
everpresent help in times of
trouble. Psalm 46:1

God, we give you thanks that
nothing can ever separate
us from the love of Christ.
Romans 8:35

God, thank you for the diversity
of your creation. Inspire us to
learn from the world around us.
1 Corinthians 12:7

God, thank you for renewing
me, transforming me and giving
me peace. Psalm 119:18

God, thank you for the abun-
dant life and joy we experience
in Jesus Christ. John 10:10

God, thank you for all those
who answer your call to minis-
try. Guide their way as they
serve you. 1 Samuel 3:10

God, thank you for blessing us
with friends, family and even
strangers who love, encourage
and comfort us. Luke 1:58

God, thank you for making me
a living sanctuary for you.
John 4:13-14

28.

29.

30.

God, thank you for the blessing
children. Mark 10:15-16

God, teach me to effectively
express my heartfelt thanks to
you and to others. Psalm 30:12

God, thank you for offering us
the joy of your salvation. For-
give me for taking this gift for
granted. Psalm 51:12

God, thank you for the help
and support of others. Show
me opportunities to give sup-
port to someone who needs it.
Luke 11:9-10

God, thank you for giving us
your word and thank you for
speaking through the scriptures
today. 2 Timothy 3:16

God, thank you for offering us
new life. Enable me to recog-
nize opportunities to be re-
newed. Psalm 71:20
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