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Bruce & Lisa Hiner 
are having an Open 
House at the par-
sonage on Sunday,   
December 6th,, and 

we would love for you to 
come.  You can drop by the house 
at 429 W. McClellan Rd. anytime 
between 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.  There 
will be plenty of food and opportu-
nities to sit and chat.  We do this as 
a way of saying “Thank you” to all 

of you when we may not have the 
chance to spend as much time with 
each of you individually as we 
would like.   
 
As part of this tradition of ours, we 
invite you to make & bring some 
kind of dish with apples.  Everyone  
who comes gets to sample all of 
these dishes and vote on which is 
their favorite.  The winning entry 
then gets to share their recipe with 

everyone in an upcoming church 
bulletin.  If you would like to take 
part in this competition, please have 
your entries at the house no later 
than 3:00 p.m., so we can get them 
all set out for everyone to sample. 
 
Please come and sample all the 
food (Bruce is smoking a turkey!), 
and share a few moments of your 
life with us in our home, which is 
also your house. 
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More information on other Moun-
tain Mission needs is posted on the  
bulletin board in back foyer (next 
to office) at Faith.  Donated items 
should be left in designated area in 
fellowship hall.    
Items will be  picked 
up on Tuesday,   
December. 8th.   



much to be the kind of man his 
father was, also spent time in 
prayer and study.  Not as much as 
his father, or as faithfully, but he 
tried, and he, too, would tie his 
cat’s leash to the bedpost.  That 
part, at least, had worked for his 
father. 
 
Well, the son had a son, who 
really didn’t have much of a devo-
tional life at all.  He was way too 
busy for all that, and he really did-
n’t believe much, anyway.  But he 
did love his father and grandfa-
ther, and honored their faith and 
lives, so for one hour each day he 
would tie his cat’s leash to the 
bedpost.  It had been good enough 
for dad and for grandpa, and so it 
just seemed like the thing to do 
for him, as well.  No one knows 
what good it did for the cat. 
 
It may be that some of the things 
we do because we have always 
done them may no longer be good 
things to do.  The second thing I 
want to say to you who are won-
dering why you bother doing 
work that no one seems to notice 
is, Thank You.  If you have served 
someone and no one said any-
thing; Thank You.  If you have 
done a task that needed to be done 
because no one else would or did, 
Thank You.  If you have prayed 
for a friend, a neighbor, your 
church family or community and 
can’t seem to see any concrete 
results, Thank You. 

Do you ever find 
yourself wonder-
ing why you are 
doing things?  
Perhaps it comes 
as you are driving 

around the mall looking for a 
parking space during Christmas 
shopping season.  Or it might  
sneak up on you while you are 
doing that chore at home, or at 
church, that no one else even 
seems to know you do, let alone 
shows any appreciation for.  
Sometimes even things that used 
to be filled with meaning and 
bring great joy, over time, may 
dim and become habit or even 
drudgery. 
 
I want to remind you of a couple 
of things today.  First, there are 
seasons for most things in life.  It 
may be that a practice that met an 
urgent need or brought great joy 
in the past has lost its usefulness 
and is no longer needed or desir-
able.  Let me share a story I heard. 
 
There was a very devout man who 
spent an hour or two each day in 
prayer and communion with God 
through the Word.  One of his 
children bought him a cat; be-
cause they worried he might be 
lonely after his wife had died.  
The cat would pester the man dur-
ing his devotional time, so he fi-
nally hooked a leash to the cat’s 
collar and tied it around the bed-
post.  His son, who wanted very 

PASTOR’ S PONDERINGS... 

Let me assure you that though you 
may never know it or hear their 
voice, someone noticed; someone 
was paying attention.  Your quiet 
faithfulness is a powerful witness 
to your love for the Lord and for 
your neighbors, God’s beloved 
children.  You will probably never 
know how your servanthood has 
affected others, but know that it 
does.  There are few more power-
ful influences than seeing some-
one persevere just because it was 
the right thing to do. 
 
And on top of all that, know that 
the Lord is watching, and your 
unheralded service brings great 
joy to the Father’s heart.  Remem-
ber Jesus’ own teaching, and 
know that God cherishes your de-
votion, and the riches you gain in 
return are and will be beyond de-
scription or understanding.  Know 
that the Lord sees all things, and 
remembers each act of kindness 
you do because he receives it as 
done for him.  Remember he cher-
ishes each tear you shed as you 
wonder if there is any point.  Re-
member you are loved more than 
you can imagine, and that your 
reward will be great, in this life 
and especially in the next. 
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A note from Bruce:  Lisa and I will be going on vacation right after Christmas; 
we will return on January 1st or 2nd.  I hope you have a wonderful and safe New Year. 



tions of her aging body, not so 
much because it inconvenienced 
her but because it kept her from 
doing tasks to help others or her 
church. 

Now she is in perfect peace, and 
she leaves many to grieve her 
leaving this life.  Her death leaves 
some confused and hurt.  We chil-
dren of all ages can't comprehend 
why people we love have to go 
away.  Why do such wonderful 
people not stay with us as long as 
we need them?  Why do such com-
paratively good people suffer the 
ultimate (or so it seems to us) con-
sequence of  s in  in  the 
world?  Why does it so often seem 
like the dark wins? 

Rather than answer these ques-
tions directly, our Lord responds 
in a different, better way.  Rather 
than lay out logical arguments for 
or against the propositions of evil, 
God laid out his own Son on a 
cross as the ultimate expression of 
love, and of good.  Rather than try 
to rationally convince us it is not 
as bad as it seems, God becomes 
Emmanuel, God with us, and 
walks through the darkness with 
us, even the dark valley of the 
shadow of death.  And the best 

news of all is that Christ not only 
died for us, but rose again.  The 
resurrection is the proof that 
God's plan worked, and that he 
has defeated the power of sin and 
death.  Because Christ lives, we 
too shall live.  Because Christ 
rose from the dead, Ms. Betty 
woke up this afternoon with no 
more pain, no more weakness, 
and no more walker that she 
hated so much.  Because  Jesus 
came out of that tomb so long 
ago, we KNOW that he is with us, 
and with her, so we need not fear 
the dark any more, ever again.   

In the meantime, we will miss hav-
ing her, and so many like her, 
around.  In the meantime, we hold 
each other up and walk together 
through the valley, where it is still 
dark.  In the meantime we grieve, 
but not as those who have no 
hope.  For us it is but a temporary 
parting, a bit like when we send 
our children off to college or Boot 
Camp.  It hurts like crazy not hav-
ing them around, but we know 
where they are, and we know we 
will see them again soon. 

Goodbye, dear Betty.  Until we see 
each other again…  Pastor Bruce 
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To use a line from my own Face-
book posting, I was privileged 
today (12/4) to be present when a 
dear saint graduated this life 
Magna cum Laude, with highest 
honors.  She was a little lady with 
a huge love for the Lord and for 
His church.  Several years ago 
she had become somewhat inca-
pacitated, and yet she pushed her-
self hard to do whatever she could 
in service, and felt bad that she 
could not do more.  I consider her 
life, and feel a certain amount of 
shame when I think of how many 
times I settle for less than all I 
could do, or worse, settle for do-
ing nothing at all.  Why is it that I 
so rarely push myself to give my 
best, or to do all I could do? 

Ms. Betty is an example of a life 
well lived.  No, she wasn't perfect; 
she had plenty of shortcom-
ings.  She would sometimes ex-
press her opinions in ways that 
could have shown more tact.  She 
was fiercely independent, to the 
point of frustration for some who 
sought to care for her.  But, I have 
rarely met anyone who wanted to 
serve the Lord more passionately,    
in whatever way she could find.  If 
she had been a cussing person, 
she would have cursed the limita-

Dear Friends at Faith United      
  Methodist Church, 
 
Thank you very much for your gift 
of the beautiful child’s quilt to the 
young people of The Kentucky 
United Methodist Homes for Chil-
dren and Youth. 
 
We believe that every person is an 
individual of worth entitled to 
God’s gift of wholeness in life.  The 

caring and professional staff at the 
Methodist Home help to guide the 
children and youth towards being 
happy, productive members of soci-
ety.  This is achieved by having 
them focus directly on specific is-
sues of improvement.  Goals are 
then incorporated within every 
event of their day.  Through this 
consistent focus, they learn to find 
wholeness in their lives. 
 

You are an important part of our 
Methodist Home family.  Without 
your help, we could not meet the 
needs of our young people.  We 
wish you the love and compassion 
you have shown the children and 
youth. 
 
For the children, 
Rev. Randy Coy 
Senior Pastor/Executive Director 

A NOTE OF THANKS  
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We’ve Lost A Friend... 



YOUNG AT HEART  

The Springhill SonSeekers are 
continuing to sell Terry Lynn 
nuts to raise funds to construct a 
Prayer Garden by the Three 
Crosses at the back of the church 
property.  Be sure to visit their 
table set-up in the front foyer to 
make your purchase. 

NUTS FOR SALE  

Our next gathering will 
be on  December 10th 
at 12 Noon for Christ-
mas at the home of  
Charles & Virginia 

Patterson. We hope you will 
plan to join us for lots of fun and 
fellowship, and, of course, good 
food, so bring your favorite holi-
day dish to share.  Meat, bread 
and drinks are furnished. 
 

God Bless, Madeline 
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L IVE  NATIVITY  

Visit the Live Nativity depicting 
the birth of Jesus on December 
11th, 12th, 18th or 19th from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Live animals, 
colorful costumes, and quiet mu-
sic help to evoke the mood of 
that long-ago scene. Guests are 
encouraged to step out of their 
cars and view the scene in a 
more personal way, although 
some prefer to simply drive by. 
We then invite you to come  in-
side, warm up and enjoy refresh-
ments of hot chocolate or cider 
served in the fellowship hall. 

CHRISTMAS  EVE!  

What memories many 
of us have.  Times 
spent with families, 
times of play, times 
opening at least one 
of those presents you 

have been anticipating; many 
would agree that Christmas eve 
is a very special night.  Faith 
United Methodist Church will 
offer two worship services that 
will make this Christmas Eve 
special, as well.  We will have 
candlelight services at 5:00 pm 
and at 11:00 pm.  These extraor-
dinary services allow you to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior 
in singing and hearing some of 
the great Christmas music of the 
ages, and you will hear, once 
again, the wonderful story of 
Christ’s birth proclaimed.  Make 
one of these moments of worship 
a central part of your Christmas 
holiday tradition; it will help 
keep the meaning of the holiday 
in focus. 

 
 
friends are in-
vited for a time 
of food, games 

and fellowship.  This event will 
be held in the fellowship hall 
after the 5:00 service and will 
continue until the 11:00 service.  
Sandwiches, chips, finger foods, 
drinks, etc. will be furnished.  If 
you have a favorite  party/finger 
food you would like to share, 
please feel free to bring it. 
(However, you do not have to 
bring anything to attend.)  Come 
for 5 minutes, an hour or two, 
the whole time, or any time in 
between.  Hope to see you there. 

CHRISTMAS  EVE FELLOWSHIP  

CANDLES OF CHRISTMAS  

Sunday, December 13th, 6:00 
p.m., FUMC presents, “Candles 
of Christmas”.  Come celebrate 
the light and beauty of Christmas 
through this wonderful produc-
tion with puppets, ballet, Christ-
mas carols, and much more (you 
won’t want to miss the “dance of 
the kings”)!  Presented by chil-
dren for the whole family to en-
joy, honoring the miracle of 
Christ’s birth!  Join the fun!  Re-
freshments and fellowship for all 
following the performance.  And 
it’s FREE. 

Now through 
December 20th,   
Christmas cards, 
addressed to 
anyone currently 

attending Faith, can be placed in 
the mailbox (located in front 
foyer) and the youth will sort and 
hand deliver the cards.  As this is 
a fundraiser for youth activities, 
donations are accepted, as you 
save postage.  Checks should be 
made out to “Faith Youth”. 

FAITH  YOUTH  DELIVER ! 

On Christmas Eve, 
you, your family and 
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CHURCH  LEADERS, THIS IS FOR YOU!   

If you are a chairperson or mem-
ber of any of our administrative 
or ministry committees or teams, 
you are invited (strongly encour-
aged, exhorted, begged, etc.) to 
be part of our Leadership Retreat 
on January 9th, from 9:00 am till 
3:00 pm.  We will spend time 
setting goals for the coming year 
and setting items on our calen-
dar.  There will be some mo-
ments of worship and moments 
of fun, and lunch will be pro-
vided.  Please do everything you 
can to set this time aside and be 
part of this day; 6 hours is really 

not that much, and it will help 
the life of this congregation a 
lot! 
 
Speaking of Church Leaders, the 
Bowling Green District is offer-
ing a training event for church 
leaders on January 23rd, from 
9:00 am till 12:30 pm.  Faith 
UMC is hosting this event, 
called C.L.E.A.R (Church Lead-
ers Enrichment & Renewal), so 
you don’t even have to go very 
far!  Look for more details very 
soon, but mark your calendar 
today!!! 

RED CROSS BLOOD  DRIVE  

January 3 (Sunday after-
noon), we will host a Blood 
Drive from 1:00 pm till 5:00 

pm.  The holiday season is often 
very hard on the Red Cross as it 
tries to keep up with demand, 
often caused by holiday travel.  
We have committed to help meet 
that demand, and we need your 
help.  We need volunteers to reg-
ister people as they come, and 
volunteers to hand out refresh-
ments to donors and guests.  
There will be opportunities to 
sign up next week for both of 
these needs.  But more than any-
thing else, we need people to 
invite people to come give 
blood.  We are making appoint-
ments for anyone who wants to 
donate, so we can honor their 
time as efficiently as possible.  
Please sign up to donate your-
self, and invite friends and 
neighbors to donate, as well. 
 
By the way, this will be your 
pastor’s first time ever to donate 
blood.  You might want to invite 
people just to see if I pass out!  
But only if they give, as well! 
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‘T IS THE  SEASON... 

On December 22, 2009, 
at 7:00 p.m., Faith 
Un i ted  Method is t 
Church and Johnson 
Vaughn Phelps Funeral 

Home will offer a Longest Night 
service for anyone who is strug-
gling with grief during this 
Christmas season.  Most of us 
most of the time, think of peace, 
joy and happiness when we think 
of Christmas.  At least we want 
to.  We try to remember the best 
moments from past holidays, we 
imagine being in Currier &    
Ives scenes of warm family  
gatherings, and we want our 
children and grandchildren to 
enjoy the traditions with which 
we grew up. 
 
But there are times when life 
denies us the warm feelings     
we generally connect with the 
holidays.  Grief over a loved one 
who has died; worry over a job 

that is or may be lost; broken 
relationships and shattered 
dreams; all of these can make    
it very hard to feel joy at Christ-
mas.  Sometimes we even find 
ourselves resenting those who 
still seem to have that joy. 
 
If you, or someone close to you, 
is struggling with grief or worry 
this Christmas, you and they are 
invited to come experience 
God’s grace through this special 
service.  The Lord who created 
us and loves us more than we 
can possibly imagine desires his 
joy to be made complete in us.  
Come see if that journey can  
begin on this longest night of the 
year; the journey to the Light of 
the world which the darkness 
cannot overcome.  
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Birthdays 
12/04 Vivian Hand 
 Cathy Reeves 
12/05 Dianne Finley 
 Amy Sneed 
12/06 Jim Cook 
12/10 Paula Maxwell 
12/12 Martha Faulkner 
 Paul Nieman 
12/14 Sydnee Dillard 
12/15 Bill Reynolds 
12/16 Chip Whittamore 
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12/17 April Taylor 
12/19 Eddie Dillard 
12/20 Gina Gentry 
12/21 Annis Combs 
12/22 Patti Hendrix 
12/23 Bobbie Jenkins 
12/25 Jesus 
12/26 Mea Taylor 
12/28 Marshall Klineline 
 Leon Elamon 
12/29 Erin Flora 
 Renee Fultz 

On October 24, Our 
World Thank Unit Meet-
ing was held with Made-
line Gardner presenting 
the program.  We also 
discussed our Christmas 

angels and the Christmas dinner, 
which will be held on December 12th.  
If you have already done so, please 
sign up today.  We will also be re-
vealing our secret pals for the past 
year and drawing for new secret pals.  
Please plan to attend this night of 
fellowship and good food.  A sign-up 
sheet is available in the front and 
back foyers, so we can have a head 
count for our meal. 
 
The Circle of Faith will be traveling 
to Federal Grove for their Christmas 
luncheon on December 14th.  Anyone 
who plans to attend needs to meet at 
the church at 10:30 a.m. and carpool 
to Auburn.  Lunch will be ordered off 
the menu.  It is sure to be a pleasant 
dining experience in a great environ-
ment, and as always, wonderful fel-
lowship.  If you are unable to attend 
or if you plan to attend, but you’re 
not an active member of the Faith 
Circle, please contact Madeline Gard-
ner ahead of time, as reservations 

have been made.  Each person attend-
ing is asked to bring an ornament to 
exchange as a Christmas gift.  For 
more information, contact Madeline 
Gardner. 
 
The Agape Circle will meet on De-
cember 21st at Ryan’s for their Christ-
mas dinner.  Each member is asked to 
bring an ornament for a Christmas 
gift.  For more information contact 
Jeanette Wand. 
 
If you are interested in joining either 
of these UMW Circles, please contact 
Jill Cook, Membership Coordinator, 
or Teresa Sneed, President.  The Cir-
cle of Faith meets on the second 
Monday of each month usually at 12 
noon.  These meetings are normally 
held in the church fellowship hall.  
The Agape Circle meets on the third 
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  
These meetings are usually held in a 
member’s home.  If you would like to 
be involved in the UMW reading 
program, please see Jeanette Wand.  
It’s not too late to still join the pro-
gram for the new year. 
 
If you have not paid your pledge to 
date, please try to do so by the end of 

FAITH  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  

the year, so Shirley can submit it in 
full.  Also, the dues you pay will help 
with our Christmas angels and other 
local mission projects.  Thank you. 
 
If you are an officer for the year 
2010, please be looking for our plan-
ning and budget meeting sometime in 
January.  It is very important that all 
officers be present at this meeting.  
Thank you for accepting your office 
and we look forward to everyone 
working together in the coming year. 
 
Keep the joy of Christ’s birth in your 
hearts and Merry Christmas to every-
one. 
 
Submitted by: 
Freeda Hunt, Faith UMW 
Communication Coordinator 
 
FYI    
Mark your calendars now for these 
future events: 
 
December 12 – UMW Christmas  

Dinner and revealing of Secret Pal 
December 25 – Happy Birthday  Jesus 

and Merry Christmas  
January 1, 2010 – Happy New Year 
 

12/30 Carol Lawson 
  Susan Morris  
 
Anniversaries 
12/02 Earl & Lucille Berkley 
12/07 Bill & Debbie Anderson 
12/19 Kevin & Molly Grimes 
12/23 Charles & Virginia Patterson 
 Bob & Chloe Welch 
12/28 Dusty & Jill Cook 
12/29 Fred & Martha Faulkner 
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Christmas is all around us.  We can see it in the lighted trees surrounded by gaily 
wrapped packages, in the colorful decorations, and on the glowing faces of shoppers who 
have just purchased exactly the right gifts for their loved ones.  We hear it in the greet-
ings people call out to both friends and strangers, in lovely and familiar songs such as 
Silent Night and Joy to the World, and in the ring-a-ling of the Salvation Army bells as 
they invite everyone to make the season a little more pleasant for those less fortunate. 
 

Amid all the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation, signs of good will are everywhere.  
They are found in our schools, our businesses, and our homes; however, nowhere, of 
course, are there more indications of the special meaning of Christmas than in churches 
such as Faith United Methodist, where individuals and groups are busy preparing angel 
trees, gift boxes, and clothing, and accomplishing an endless list of other tasks, all of 
which are devoted to celebrating Christ through the warmth, concern and gifts shared 
with others. 
 

As we observe the birth of Christ the child, it seems fitting that we find ourselves adhering to the teaching of 
Christ the man: “… Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me”  
(Matthew 25:40, KJV).  These words have come to epitomize the love and compassion embodied in Jesus, and 
for centuries they have been commemorated in songs, stories and poems.  One of the most beautiful of these is 
James Lowell’s narrative The Vision of Sir Launfal. 
 

In this narrative, Sir Launfal, a young knight, has a vision in which he leaves his home to go in search of the Holy 
Grail, the cup from which Jesus drank at the Last Supper.  On this long journey, Sir Launfal has many trials and 
meets many people, the most noteworthy of which is a leper who moans and begs for bread.  Revolted at what he 
considers a “gruesome” sight, the knight, totally without kindness, scornfully tosses a gold coin to the beggar.  
Many years pass in Launfal’s dream, and he, now old and grey, returns to his castle at Christmas, only to find 
himself homeless and an outcast.  Instead of a blazing cross on his chest, he is now carrying “the badge of the 
poor and suffering on his soul.”  At this time, the leper appears to him again, and the old knight recognizes in him 
what the youthful knight did not: he sees the image of Christ in him and is moved by the suffering he has en-
dured.  Saying, “Behold, through [Christ] I give to thee,” the old man willingly shares what he has with the leper: 
a moldy crust of bread and water from an icy stream.  Immediately a golden light shines around them, and Christ, 
not the leper, is standing before the dazed knight.  It is then that Launfal realizes that he has indeed found the 
Holy Grail for which he has searched his entire life: it is the wooden bowl from which he shared food and drink 
with the leper. 
 

Thus, the young Sir Launfal awakens from his vision a changed man, and the rest of his life is guided by the 
softly uttered words of Christ, whom he met at the end of his dream journey: 
 

The Holy Supper is kept, indeed, 
In whatso we share with another’s need; 
Not what we give, but what we share,-- 
For the gift without the giver is bare; 
Who gives himself with his alms feeds three, 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and me. 

 
 
 

Our Father, help us to remember to include ourselves with each gift we give, and let our thoughts, words, and 
deeds reflect Christ and his love for us, not only at Christmas, but throughout the New Year as well.  Amen. 

A CHRISTMAS  MEDITATION  



1. God, prepare our hearts to em-
brace this season with a spirit of 
holy expectation.  Mark 13:32 

2. God, in this time of waiting, 
teach me to prepare a path for 
the Lord, to remove all the ob-
stacles I put in Christ’s way.  
Isaiah 40:1 

3. God, as my schedule fills    
with programs, parties, and  
obligations help me find times 
of peace and silence to reflect 
on Advent.  Luke 14:15 

4. God, open my ears so that     
this Advent I can hear the 
Christmas story with a fresh 
perspective.  2 Timothy 3:16 

5. God, thank you for the grace 
given to us as we wait for      
the revealing of Jesus Christ.    
1 Corinthians 1:4 

6. God, show me how to make 
silence and meditation part      
of my Advent practices.     
Lamentations 3:25-26 

7. God, you are the potter, we    
are the clay.  Thank you for 
molding us and making us.  
Isaiah 64:3 

8. God, forgive us when we fail  
to see the miraculous signs of 
your presence in our everyday 
lives.  Daniel 4:2-3 

9. God, thank you for your    
promise to our world: that 
Christ, our light and our hope, 
will come.  2 Corinthians 4:6 

10. God, speak to me in this      
holy season.  I will be quiet  
and listen.  Matthew 7:7 

11. God, teach me to let go of     
my worries and be joyful for  
all that you have given me.  
Ephesians 2:8 

While We Wait  ~  December 2009 Prayers 

12. God, help us slow our hectic 
lifestyles and take time to 
watch and wait for you.      
Matthew 24:42 

13. God, help me to internalize    
the words and the spirit of the 
hymns we sing during Advent.  
Psalm 98:4 

14. God, help my family embrace 
your message of hope, courage, 
patience and faith this Christ-
mas.  Luke 17:5 

15. God, teach me to carve out  
moments for quiet reflection 
every day.  Mark 1:35 

16. God, let me experience this  
season with the joy and excite-
ment of a child.  Matthew 18:3 

17. God, reveal to me opportunities 
to tell others the story of the birth 
of your son.  Romans 10:14 

18. God, as I find myself rushing  
to fulfill Christmas obligations, 
remind me to be thankful, hope-
ful and prayerful.  Isaiah 30:15 

19. God, we pray that you will 
bring comfort to families that 
are separated during the Christ-
mas season.  Isaiah 40:1 

20. God, as we light Advent      
candles, remind us of the    
hope we find in your coming.  
Psalm 27:1 

21. God, give me an opportunity to 
be your servant and teach me to 
trust in you as Mary and Joseph 
trusted you.  Luke 1:38 

22. God, bring peace to those for 
whom holidays are depressing 
or lonely.  Matthew 11:28 

23. God, help parents teach their 
children that above all, Christ-
mas is a celebration of your 
son’s birth.  Mark 4:24 
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24. God, as I enjoy the sights and 
sounds of Christmas, help me 
not take for granted the nativity 
scene and what it represents.  
Luke 2:6-7 

25. God, today I celebrate the gift 
of Christ, the greatest gift ever 
given.  Luke 2:10-12 

26. God, we praise you for our  
Savior Jesus Christ, who brings 
peace, good news and salvation 
to all who believe.  Isaiah 52:7 

27. God, give me the patience, 
courage and endurance of the 
shepherds and wise men who 
traveled to see the baby Jesus.  
John 10:4 

28. God, grant us hope that in the 
future that there will be peace 
on earth.  2 Thessalonians 3:16 

29. God, help me find ways to 
translate the Christmas spirit 
into a year-round focus on gen-
erosity.  Ephesians 3:20-21 

30. God, teach me to share the love 
that only the prince of peace 
can bring.  Galatians 6:2 

31. God, strengthen my desire to 
develop a dynamic, powerful 
and personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  Matthew 5:14,16 

January 2010 

1. God, thank you for the New 
Year and the opportunities it 
brings to renew our covenant 
with Christ.  Hebrews 9:15 

2. God, teach me to live in the 
present and enjoy today rather 
than worrying about tomorrow.  
John 10:10 
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